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“JUSTICE & GRACE – 8”
The Uniqueness of God
Hosea 13:4
We’re drawing towards the end of this little series on the Old Testament prophecy of Hosea, harsh words
to God’s people about the way in which they gave turned against and away from him. God views their
attempts to connect with other gods as a form of adultery and, through the prophet, expresses his sadness,
disappointment and anger at their unfaithfulness. He upbraids them for their lack of loyalty and what he
sees as their utter foolishness in offering their worship to other gods and idols. His word echo down the
centuries to people who still offer their worship to other gods, who still follow idols of one sort and
another. And if you protest that you don’t give your allegiance to other things, just have a look at where
you prioritise your time, energy and resources.

There is light at the end of the tunnel, though, as we move into the last couple of chapters of this book.
Even so, God is still pointing out the ways in which his people are rejecting his love and his constant
attempts to reconcile them to himself. He rebukes then again for their worship of other gods and in much
of the chapter threatens them with retribution for their faithlessness. It may seem strange to us that these
people – otherwise, no doubt, intelligent and capable – worship “cleverly fashioned images” and go
along with a lot of superstitious nonsense about the stars and planets and the gods and goddesses of the
earth and the forests – even to the extent of sacrificing human lives (13:2).

But what would people from a completely alien culture make of the things we appear to worship today?
As I said a moment ago, it is clear what we worship from the priority we give things in our lives. Think
of the ways in which we worship our property, our homes and their contents. Or the dependence which
some people put on their horoscope. Or the time so many people spend staring at their smart-phone or
laptop. Or the desperate desire of so many to follow the lives of their sporting or celebrity idols.

Hosea points out that thee obsessions can prove dangerous because it’s not what we were created to do
and to be. There should be only one focus for our faith and our worship and that is the One True God.
And in 13:4, God speaks through Hosea in a way that admits of compromise and brooks no rival. He
restates the recurring theme of this little prophecy – that he has always been the first to show his love
them – and then goes on to stress his uniqueness. There is the awful threat of the consequences of going
off after other gods and idols, but there is also the certainty of redemption for those who remain true to
the One True God. So let’s see what Hosea has to say here and reflect on how that can still be relevant –
indeed, vital – for us today.

1.

GOD HAS ALREADY SHOWN HIS LOVE

So often, when I sit down to prepare the sermon – and that’s certainly been the case while we’ve been
looking at this little book – I end up thinking, “I can’t say that again: I’m always going on about that and
people will be getting fed up with hearing it.” But here it is again, and it is such a fundamental aspect of
the way in which God acts towards us that it is the theme which runs through the whole Bible. God
always makes the first move.

God introduces himself again here in words that are very familiar to anyone who has read any of the Old
Testament. They are the words that recur again and again in the writings of the prophets, in the record of
the Law, in the lyrics of the Psalms and in all the historical books of the Old Testament. This God, who
is claiming the allegiance of his people Israel is the God who chose them and who liberated them from
the oppression of a foreign power in Egypt. That is always the case – God makes up his mind then acts in
love to bless those who are the object of his love.

Even in the earliest days of God’s dealings with his people, when he first called Abram, he promised
blessing to Abram before he ever asked for any response. If you look in Genesis 15 & 17, you’ll see the
record of God’s promises to Abram, and in Genesis 17:4-9 we see that all he promised was stated before
he required any response to be made by Abram. Listen to these words:
‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: you will be the father of many nations. No longer
will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many
nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from
you. I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your
descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will
give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their
God.’
Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come.
And here again, God reminds his people that, before he gave them the Law through Moses, he had
liberated them from Egypt – that was at his initiative, not by the efforts of his people.

As we look into the New Testament, we see the same things happening for God’s people: it is God who
reaches out to us, who extends to us the love and compassion and hope that he first showed to his
creatures, to men and women before evil had perverted and distorted his good creation. God reaches out
to all of us, just as he reached out to Abram – Paul tells us that in Romans 4 if you want to look at that.
Jesus summed it up more simply in John 15:16 – “ You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last – and so that whatever you ask in
my name the Father will give you.” And the same thing comes up in Romans 5:8 (for me the very heart

of the Good News about Jesus) – “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us” – and in 1 John 4:10 – “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Never, ever fall into the trap of forgetting that,
as Hosea’s hearers did with such amazing regularity. God loves you. You matter to him.

In the death of Jesus on the cross of Calvary, God has shown how much he loves us. Anything that we do
can be only a response to that, whether we choose to ignore it or accept it. The God who saved the
people of Israel from Egypt is the same God who allowed Jesus, his Son, to deal with the consequences
of our sin through his ultimate sacrifice. God loves us. There can be no doubting that fact.

2.

HE IS THE ONLY GOD

I suppose that really goes without saying. Whatever else we may try to elevate to the position of a god in
our lives – whether we articulate it like that or not – there is no getting away from the truth that God is
superior in every way. This God created the universe, he sustains it, and he is master of every aspect of
it. He answers prayer, he heals, he reconciles, he works in all kinds of ways in people’s lives.

Just as in the story of Elijah and the priests of Ba’al, which you can read in 1 Kings 18:20-39, where he
exposed the false god Ba’al of being exactly that – false, and incapable even of replying to the cries of
those who followed him. The same is true of the false gods of today – the objects and ideas in which we
invest so much time and energy, hoping that they will give meaning and purpose to our lives. They have
no real, lasting power: eventually their weaknesses are exposed for all to see. The hope we place in them
eventually proves to be mistaken and their eternal value is clearly false. Money, reputation, property,
education, cheap kicks – whatever it is that people offer their allegiance to will prove to be what the
Preacher of Ecclesiastes describes as “chasing after the wind”. It is simply not worth the effort to put
your faith and trust in anything other than the One True God, as so many of us are discovering at this
particular time of pandemic. He has shown how much he loves us and longs for us to worship him alone.

3.

HE IS THE ONLY SAVIOUR

Not only does God say, “You shall acknowledge no God but me”, but he also reminds them that there is
no Saviour but him. The people of Israel, the first people to hear these words, were in a very difficult
position: their internal politics were falling apart and they were having even greater problems with the
countries with whom they shared borders. They needed someone to help them, to save them from the

mess they were in. So, where did they look? They tried their king and his princes (13:10). They tried
military might (14:3). (Bob Goudzwaard, a Christian thinker and academic from Holland, identified
military power as on of the Idols Of Our Time in his book of that title.) They tried their man-made idols
(14:3). And all these things failed them. The threatened invasion took place, the people were carried off
into exile, and all the other apparent means of salvation couldn’t come uop with the goods. There really
was no other Saviour than God.

And it is still true. Men and women, faced with lives that are so often broken and full of tragedy,
struggling with a lack of fulfilment and satisfaction, fearful of death and what lies beyond, turn to all
kinds of other gods in an attempt to find salvation, looking for hope in an otherwise hope-less world,
looking for fulfilment in a world of shallow experience and dissatisfying outcomes, looking to the
tangible and temporal rayher than the spiritual and eternal. There are those who try other religious
systems, other philosophies, other supernatural gods even, but their faith proves groundless because there
is no real assurance in that direction – often there is even greater oppression. We often see examples of
the way in which cults make demands on the lives of their adherents, for example. And interest in the
occult and other kinds of false spiritualities shows that some people are searching for a Saviour but
looking in all the wrong places. The reductionism of a way of life that relies only on a faith in science
eventually proves to be empty when the crunch comes.

Other people try to in their salvation in material things. They have their insurance schemes and their
property to fall back on. They hope that their money will save them or help them avoid the consequences
of their choices – as Hosea’s listeners did, as we saw last week (12:8). As we are seeing very starkly at
the moment – although it is always the case – material wealth is useless in the face of death, and after that
we all have to stand on the level ground before the Lord and Master of the Universe. There is no Saviour
except God.

In the New Testament it is made very clear by Peter and John as they stand before the magistrates to
defend themselves against the charges of preaching in the Temple – “Salvation is found in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). We
can never be sure that we can escape the consequences of our wrong choices and wrong decisions, our
wrong words and actions and attitudes, unless our faith is securely in the Lord Jesus Christ. No other
religion, no other philosophy, no other set of values, no possessions or schemes can ever promise us what
Jesus does – that we can enjoy life in all its fullness for eternity in his presence, staring here and now as
we accept his love and acknowledge his gracious invitation.

It took a great deal of tragedy and many, many difficulties before the people of Israel finally got Hosea’s
message and responded. Are you ready to respond to it, to accept God’s offer of reconciliation with him
and the guarantee of an eternal future with him in his restored Kingdom? We’ll look at that in a bit more
detail next week in the final chapter of this little book, but just remember what God has already done for
you, accept his love and offer of forgiveness, respond by worshipping and serving only him – then you
can be sure he is your Saviour, too.

“JUSTICE AND GRACE - 8”
The Uniqueness of God

Hosea 13:1-16

Once again, we see God speaking through Hosea to condemn the idolatry and unfaithfulness of his
people Israel (Ephraim). This passage is another indictment of their worship of other gods. 13:2
emphasises the way in which God’s people have been turning away from him and bowing down to the
idols and following the practices of their neighbours.

God, who refers to himself as a “jealous God” in other parts of the Old Testament, is obviously not very
pleased with them. There is a powerful and savage description of the way in which he will, punish his
people if they refuse to turn back to him (vv7-9), especially as he has already shown his love to them in
the way in which he chose them and brought them out of the oppressive regime of Egypt (vv4-6a).

Hosea tell the people that there is no other God, no other deity who is worth following: and there is
certainly no other means of salvation for them. The uniqueness of God’s salvation is a theme not only of
the Old Testament prophets, but also of the entire New Testament, where we read again and again that
Jesus is the only means of salvation from the consequences of sin (see, for example, John 14:6, Acts
4:12, 1 Timothy 2:5).

Even today, people still try to find their hope and their “salvation” from the problems and difficulties
which confront them by turning to other “gods”, idols of their won making which are ultimately useless.
God has shown how much he loves us by making the first move – for the people of Israel by leading
them out of Egypt: for us, by allowing Jesus to be executed on our behalf. There really is no alternative
to the One True God.

Questions for discussion
1.

The most obvious sin of the people of Israel to whom Hosea was preaching was idolatry. What are
the idols of the men and women of today? In what ways do we “worship” them? (Look at
Colossians 3:5.)

2.

How would you define a “god”? Why are all other gods and idols ultimately useless? (Look at Isaiah
44:9-20, Jeremiah 10:2-5)

3.

What difference does it make to our lives as Christians that God makes the first move in the process
of our salvation?

4.

For Christians, Jesus is the only means of salvation. (There’s no point in being a Christian
otherwise!) How can we best communicate this to people who think that all roads lead to God, or
that it doesn’t matter which “god” we are seeking?

5.

What is the most significant thing for you in this passage?

