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Well, if you’ve been coming along to Wade Street Church physically or virtually over the past few weeks, 

you’ll know that we’ve been spending a bit of time reflecting on the subject of discipleship.  Most 

recently, we’ve been looking at the stories of some of Jesus’ first disciples – people like Mary Magdalene, 

Thomas and Peter.  Peter was one of the first people that Jesus called to follow him.  We read about that 

in Matthew 4:19 where Jesus, walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, calls out to Peter and his 

brother Andrew, “Come, follow me”.  Over the next three years, Peter seems to be one of the senior 

disciples, the one whom Jesus predicts will be a founder of the Church and the one who is usually most 

vocal in his often ill-considered questions and outspoken opinions.  And then he was the one, as we saw 

just before Easter, who probably let Jesus down most spectacularly (with the exception, of course, of 

Judas) when he denied ever having had anything to do with him. 

 

Sitting round the fire in the High Priest’s courtyard on the night of Jesus’ arrest, Peter seemed to think 

that the end had come.  Jesus had been arrested, chained up and led away – nothing like the victorious 

Messiah Peter and the others had been led to believe he would be – and in his frustration and fear Peter 

just gave up on him.  Until, that is, Jesus turned and looked at him as he was being led away.  Peter then 

knew that this wasn’t the end of the story, but he’d kind of burned his bridges by his vocal denials.  If 

Jesus did get through this somehow, he wouldn’t want someone like Peter on board any more. 

 

As we all know, and as we’ve been celebrating over these past couple of weeks, Jesus did get through – 

quite astonishingly, really – and was brought back to life after his brutal and messy execution.  He 

appeared to his disciples and wished them peace, but Peter must have thought that he would not be 

admitted back to that circle of followers.  What he had done was pretty well unforgiveable and his 

relationship with Jesus must have seemed strained, to say the least. 

 

A couple of weeks after that they’d all gone back up to Galilee, no doubt wondering what was going to 

happen next.  While they were waiting to see what the next stage of this amazing journey with Jesus was 

going to bring, they found their old boats and went out on the lake for a spot of fishing.  Peter took 

Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and a couple of others out on that water early one morning and they lost 

themselves in the familiar activity of dropping the nets and hauling in the catch.  It was their trade, after 

all, their everyday life, something routine and almost comforting after the emotional ups and downs of the 

past couple of weeks. 

 

And while they’re out there with the early sun twinkling off the still waters through the morning mist, 

with the gentle lapping of the water against the hull of the boat, they hear someone calling them from the 



shore.  They see a figure on the beach, a hazy silhouette in the distance and suddenly everything changes 

yet again.  Jesus arrives. 

 

1.  RECOGNITION 

To start with, this is just some random stranger, asking them how they’re getting on.  When they tell him 

that they haven’t yet caught anything, the smart Alec starts to give them the benefit of his advice.  “You 

don’t want to do that.  Try this.”  They follow his advice, though, and suddenly their nets are so full they 

can hardly pull them in.  At that point, John suddenly twigs that this is Jesus.  And before you could say, 

“Let’s put this on Instagram”, Peter’s in the water, thrashing away the hundred yards to the shore, 

desperate to be with the man whom he so recently betrayed. 

 

There’s Jesus – present in the everyday, in the routine of normal life.  By the time the whole group have 

made it to the shore and pulled up the boat, Jesus has got a fire going ready to cook some of the fish for 

breakfast.  It’s an ordinary scene.  A bunch of fishermen and their friend having a chat and sharing some 

food.  No miracles.  No preaching.  No explanations.  All Jesus says is simply, “Come and have 

breakfast.” 

 

As followers of Jesus – whether we’ve been a Christian for years, or recently committed ourselves to 

follow him, or really have yet to make that decision – we need to recognise that Jesus is there in the 

everyday routines of life.  Somehow, through the power and presence of his Holy Spirit, he is there for us.  

Sometimes there is the big, dramatic event – he does do something that we might later describe as 

miraculous.  Sometimes he does seem to speak to us – through the Bible, through a sermon or talk or 

conversation, through a powerful but unmistakeable inner voice – but more often he’s just there, a 

reassuring presence when the world around us seems to have gone mad, when we’re struggling with the 

effects of a six week lockdown, when we’re watching scenes on the news that seem to be from some kind 

of disaster movie, when our fears seem stronger than our faith.  Look out for Jesus in the everyday and 

take comfort from his standing with you there.  It’s going to be alright. 

 

2. REPENTANCE 

After they’ve had their breakfast, they sit around chatting.  Some of them probably go off to sort out the 

fish and others clear up the remains of the fire and the bits of discarded food on the shingle.  Jesus takes 

Peter aside from the others.  This is the moment he’s been dreading.  Jesus is going to give him what for 

because of his behaviour in the High Priest’s courtyard.  It must have been preying on Peter’s conscience 

for a couple of weeks as the events of the post-Easter period played out.  What was Jesus going to say? 

 



Well, Jesus doesn’t actually mention that fateful night at all.  He just questions Peter over his attitude to 

him.  “Do you really love me, Peter?” he asks.  And Peter, relieved that he simply has to restate his 

devotion to his Lord, blurts out, “You know that I love you, Lord”.  That happens three times – and then 

it’s all over.  He’s back.  His repentance has been accepted and his wrongdoing is absolved. 

 

Notice two things about this.  Firstly, Jesus doesn’t rake over the past.  He doesn’t try and dissect Peter’s 

motives or behaviour.  He’s interested in the present.  And Peter doesn’t make excuses or try to explain 

himself.  He reaffirms his commitment now.  Jesus doesn’t want us to make excuses when we’ve done 

wrong.  He doesn’t want us to explain all the mitigating circumstances.  He doesn’t want us to explore all 

the reasons for our decisions.  That’s in the past.  Nothing can be done about it now.  Let it go and move 

on.  Because Jesus has dealt with the past.  It’s over and done with and he still loves you – he still wants 

the best for you, he still accepts you as a follower of his.  Peter’s life and ministry would have been fatally 

blighted if he had spent the next thirty or forty years asking himself “What if …?”, if he had continued 

raking over the details of that night, if he had continued trying to explain it all away.  He simply said that 

he did still love Jesus – and that allowed him to move on. 

 

3. RESTORATION 

And moving on is exactly what happens.  Jesus accepts his declaration of commitment to him.  He is 

satisfied that Peter really does love him and wants to continue to be involved in his mission.  So he 

restores him to the situation he was in before.  Jesus, you may recall, has made some pretty clear 

predictions about Peter and the role he will play in the continuing of Jesus’ mission once he has moved 

on.  What has happened is not going to change that, if Peter is truly repentant. 

 

Jesus gives Peter responsibility for the nurturing of his followers.  “Take care of my sheep”, says the 

Good Shepherd.  “Join me in my mission to transform this world.  Use the gifts you’ve got and the power 

of the Holy Spirit I’ve given you to make a difference in the lives of others.”  Can you imagine the relief 

Peter must have felt when he heard those words?  Can you sense something of the assurance Jesus must 

have given him as he restored him to the calling he had been given three years ago?  It’s all going to be 

alright! 

 

4. RENEWAL 

And just to seal it all in Peter’s mind, Jesus takes him full circle.  There, on the beach where he’d first met 

him three years before, Jesus brings this amazing journey with him to a climax by repeating the call he 

first gave him – “Follow me”.  It’s been a roller coaster of a ride.  Peter has been up and down with Jesus.  

He has seen the most astounding things.  He has heard the most challenging and the most comforting 

words.  He has accompanied Jesus through cheering crowds and along lonely roads.  He has prayed with 



Jesus and argued with Jesus.  He has confessed him as Messiah and denied him as a fraud.  But now he’s 

back where he belongs.  He loves Jesus and he knows that, despite everything that has gone on, Jesus still 

loves him and wants to involve him in his mission to restore God’s Kingdom. 

 

Peter hears the call a second time – but now he knows what it involves and he’s ready for it.  He has met 

the Risen Christ.  He has felt the burden of his misdeeds and hasty words lifted from him.  He has felt the 

power of Jesus’ words of restoration and he’s ready to take on the world for him.  (Which is what the next 

book in the New Testament is really all about.)  All is not lost and Peter will be one of those to whom 

Paul refers in Ephesians 2:20, when he writes that the Christians in Ephesus and beyond are “fellow 

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles 

[that’s Peter] and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” 

 

 

I’ve no idea who’s watching this this morning.  I can’t see you as I normally can and the numbers of 

views each week suggest that there’s a heck of a lot more people watching this than usually turn up at 

Wade Street Church anyway.  So just listen to this for a moment.  That Risen Lord Jesus who met with 

Peter on the seashore all those years ago is still alive and active through his Holy Spirit in our world 

today.  You can still look around in the everyday situations that are part of your life and recognise him 

there.  Even in the current situation that we are struggling through, Jesus is there and he is able to bring 

you his peace and reassurance.  Just open your eyes and have a look for him.  That’s true for all of us. 

 

But maybe you’re someone like Peter.  Perhaps you were once really involved with Jesus – you’d have 

called yourself a disciple, even.  But something happened – something dramatic and easily identifiable or 

something gradual and difficult to pin down.  And now you think you’ve blown it.  Jesus isn’t interested 

in you anymore.  What you did has cut you off from him.  But Jesus simply asks you if you love him 

now.  The past is over and done with.  Jesus has dealt with it.  You don’t need to keep going back there 

and raking over it.  There’s absolutely no point – however long ago or recent it was, you can’t do 

anything about it now.  This morning, hear his quietly comforting question, “Do you really love me?”  

And if your answer is yes – whatever’s happened in the past, however much you think you’ve let him 

down, whatever excuses you might try and conjure up – simply hear his call to you again: “Follow me”. 

 

You may even be someone who’s never really thought about this.  You’re only watching this this 

morning because you are totally bored by lockdown and you’ve stumbled across this on YouTube, or a 

friend suggested you have a look and you’ve got no real reason not to.  Let me tell you that you’re 

watching this for a reason this morning, and that reason is to hear that Jesus loves you – whatever’s gone 

on in your past, whatever you’re trying to deal with now, whatever you may have said about Jesus, 



whatever your attitude to him his been.  He died for you.  He’s alive for you.  And he can make the kind 

of difference in your life that you’ve never even dreamed of. 

 

Whoever you are.  Wherever you are.  Whatever has happened in your life up until now, Jesus is quietly 

saying to you this morning, “Follow me”.  He wants the very best for you and you can start enjoying that 

this very morning.  Think about that as we hear a song from our own musicians, a song that reminds us 

that Jesus can be the cornerstone of all that we are. 

 

 

 

For reflection and discussion 
 
1. Why do you think the disciples went off fishing at this time? 

 
2. Can you give any examples from your life of finding Jesus unexpectedly in the everyday routines of 

life?  How can we prepare ourselves to find Jesus in the everyday? 
 

3. Jesus doesn’t actually say that Peter is forgiven, so why should we make that assumption? 
 
4. Is there any way we can be completely sure of forgiveness? 
 
5. Peter is clearly called to service as a leader in the Church.  What kinds of things does Jesus call us to 

do? 
 
6. If the future is uncertain, why should we think Jesus can help? 
 


