
Wade Street Church  16.02.20 am 
“ARE YOU SERIOUS?” 

7.  Called to be friends 
John 15:1-17 

 
Since the beginning of the year we have been taking a look at what it means to be a disciple of Jesus – 

what being serious about our Christian faith really entails.  We’re looking at the call on our lives and the 

ramifications of expressing a belief in Jesus and a desire to follow where he leads.  I know that some of 

you have been quite deeply touched by God’s Holy Spirit as we’ve been reflecting on all this and it’s 

good to know that these opportunities to think about what we’re doing and about how our lives measure 

up to the biblical teaching has had an effect on people. 

 

But it does seem to have been very demanding, doesn’t it?  There’s been a lot about being called to 

commitment and about sacrifice and surrender, which has not been easy.  And there are those who have 

struggled with it all.  Well, being a disciple is not an easy option when it comes to choosing how we live 

our lives.  It is tough and there are sacrifices we need to make.  But there is also a lot of God’s love in 

this.  The series will continue and the teaching of Jesus doesn’t really get any easier to cope with, but 

maybe it’s time to pause and remind ourselves that, although this path of discipleship makes demands on 

us, they are not unreasonable demands.  We are called to this way of life because of God’s love for us, his 

desire to assure us of an eternal future with him in his Kingdom, in his renewed and restored creation, 

under his benevolent and caring rule. 

 

Yes, we are called to be servants of Jesus Christ – the Greek word is actually “douloi” meaning “slaves” 

– but there is far more to that than unthinking obedience.  And Jesus makes that clear in the verses we’ve 

read this morning from John’s Gospel.  Jesus is talking with his disciples – these people who have been 

called by him and called to him, called to a life of commitment in a community of disciples – as he 

prepares to face his destiny on the cross.  In these chapters, John has recorded the last, long conversation 

that Jesus had with those who are going to have to continue his mission, to take on this project of 

Kingdom transformation once he has left them, so these are important words. 

 

And he says that they have been called to a life of obedience (which we’ll be looking at next week), but 

not as slaves.  Slaves, he says, are told what to do with no explanation.  What is expected of them is blind, 

unquestioning obedience.  That’s not the relationship Jesus wants with them, with us.  He has called us as 

friends.  And the vital difference is that, as we are called to follow him, he lets us in on what it’s all about, 

on why we need to follow him and obey him. 

 

Jesus has told us about the Kingdom, about God’s rule in the cosmos and the ramifications of all that for 

us.  We have his teaching.  We have his example.  We see his own sacrifice for all this.  We have been 



given glimpses of what this Kingdom will look like as Jesus has reached out to people to bring help and 

hope and healing.  We can see the values and objectives of it all as God prepares to put right the things 

that have spoiled his good creation since the invasion of evil.  It’s what St Paul refers to as “the mystery”  

the secret that has now been revealed, the astounding truth behind what God is doing and has done in 

Jesus. 

 

And we can see that, in Jesus, God has made the first move.  This is his initiative.  He has reached out to 

us in love and invited us to be part of all this.  He has called us – we didn’t volunteer for this.  Look at 

what Jesus says in v16 – “you did not choose me, but I chose you …”  In his love, Jesus has chosen you to 

be part of this, he has wanted you to be his friend. 

 

Now, most of us here are used to all this.  We’re familiar with the vocabulary of salvation and faith.  

We’ve read these Gospel stories.  We’ve sung about it in our songs.  We’ve read other books about it and 

discussed it in groups.  It’s kind of there in the background all the time.  These disciples to whom Jesus is 

speaking here are hearing it for the first time – and it might be an idea if we paused every now and then 

and tried to imagine what it must have been like.  Jesus is inviting them, has called them to be his friends.  

That is an awesome thought.  Jesus has called you to be his friend! 

 

And to make that possible he was prepared to make some pretty impressive sacrifices.  Not only did he 

leave the comfort and security and glory of heaven to enter the dysfunction and dreariness of this world – 

which was a big enough sacrifice on its own – but he was prepared to live as a human being with all the 

fragility and vulnerability that that entailed, coping with not just the joys of humanity, but also the 

sadness and the abuse and the uncertainty of it all.  And then he went to the cross for us.  He “laid down 

his life for his friends”.  Just ponder that for a moment.  Jesus was so desperate to have you as a friend, so 

full of love and concern for you, that he was prepared to experience probably the most barbaric and 

humiliating death that fallen humanity could conceive of.  He did that so you could be his friend.  Can 

you grasp the enormity of that? 

 

So Jesus calls us to be his friends, to enter that relationship of love with him, to experience the intimacy 

and excitement of being close to him – so close that he will tell us all about what God has in store for us.  

The Greek word he uses here is “philos”, a word that we find as part of lots of English words talking 

about enthusiasm for something or real love for something.  Sometimes it’s on the beginning of a word – 

philosophy: a love of wisdom.  Sometimes it’s on the end – bibliophile: a lover of books.  In Greek it 

could be used of friends or relatives and it had an idea of intimacy and of obligation with it.  That’s what 

Jesus graciously calls you, invites you, to be.  There is a real depth to this relationship and it is born of 

Jesus’ profound concern and care for you.  The great reformer, John Calvin, wrote of these verses, “Jesus 



opens his heart and mind fully to them, as intimate communication takes place among friends”.  And, 

more recently, the great Bible scholar F F Bruce wrote, “With a friend one shares one’s hopes and 

plans”.  That’s what Jesus calls us to.  We are not just his slaves or his servants, not just junior members 

of staff, not simply cannon fodder in the battle with the forces of evil – we are his friends, real friends. 

We are not just Facebook friends or Twitter friends, people who communicate in digital grunts and 

hieroglyphic emojis.  We are true friends.  Merrill Tenney, another New Testament scholar, describes it 

like this: “[It is] more than a casual acquaintance: it is a partnership of mutual esteem and affection.  

Jesus elevated the disciples above mere tools and made them partners in his work.” 

 

You see, true friends are prepared to make sacrifices for each other.  Jesus has already done that.  As 

we’ve said, he took the initiative, so eager was he that we should be his friends.  He went to the cross 

while we were still unable to do anything about all this ourselves.  He died for us, demonstrating the 

astounding extent of his love for us – for you.  Jesus wanted you to be his friend so much that he went 

through hell for you and came out the other side, blazing a trail for you to follow into the glorious light of 

an eternity with him. 

 

True friends share with each other.  There are no secrets between them.  Jesus has revealed the secret of 

his Father’s grace, he has made know to us God’s plan to restore his fallen, broken world and give you a 

placed in the renewed Kingdom that it becomes.  It’s an eternal gift – and it starts now.  You can begin to 

enjoy that as soon as you accept the offer of being a friend of Jesus. 

 

True friends talk with one another.  That’s where prayer comes in – and reading what Jesus has to say to 

you through the pages of the Bible.  Talking with friends is usually a good thing – getting things off your 

chest, sharing the good things that have happened, asking for advice, chatting over what’s going on in 

your life, dreaming dreams together.  So prayer should be a good time, a time when you can really 

connect with Jesus, talking to him and listening to what he has to say to you through his Holy Spirit. 

 

Enjoy being a friend of Jesus!  Bask in the comfort and security of his friendship.  Soak up his love for 

you as the reality of that friendship dawns on you.  Jesus loves you – that’s why he has called you to be a 

disciple.  Jesus loves you, that’s why he has made you his friend. 

 

And one other thing real friends do: they eat together.  Jesus invites you to eat with him this morning as 

we share in this communion, so as we do, reflect on the amazing reality of all this.  Jesus has called you 

to be his friend! 
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Questions for reflection and discussion 
 

1) Do you find being a disciple easy?  If not, what do you find most difficult? 
 
2) What does friendship with Jesus mean to you? 
 
3) Why is it important that Jesus calls us and that we do not volunteer? 
 
4) Do you think of prayer as talking with a friend?  If not, what does it mean to you? 
 
5) What is it about our lives that should make it obvious to others that we are friends with Jesus, not 

just unthinking slaves? 
 
6) What difference (if any) does this all make to you?  What will you do in response to it this week? 


