
Wade Street Church  06.10.19 am 
“CLEARING OUT” 
2 Kings 23:1-7,24,25 

 
It’s just a week now until our Church Weekend – an opportunity next Friday evening and Saturday to 

spend some time together as God’s people in this place at this time to try and discern what God is wanting 

to do in this place and at this time, in us, through us and around us.  We’ve got to a point in the life of this 

congregation where we need to be thinking about how we move forward and what God might be saying 

to us about all that.  Over the past few weeks, in preparation for that, we’ve been looking at some of the 

things we need to get sorted in our minds before that happens.  We asked if we really want Jesus to be at 

work amongst us and, assuming that we do, we’ve looked at the way in which God might have plans 

already prepared for us.  We’ve thought about the reason that we are involved in all this, the fundamental 

idea that Christ’s love compels us to reach out to others.  We have encouraged ourselves with the thought 

that God does, indeed, have a harvest ready to be gathered and calls us to be part of that gathering in.  

And last week, although perhaps he didn’t realise how it would fit into this context, Gary challenged us to 

put our faith unconditionally in God and his ways. 

 

This week was originally going to be a baptism service, but things have worked out a bit differently and 

that will now be held on November 24th, so we have one more opportunity to think about what we need to 

do in preparation for next weekend.  And that brings us to this story from the Old Testament.  It’s the 

little bit of the history of the Kings of Israel and Judah that deals with the reign of Josiah.  If you know 

anything about the history of Israel and Judah in the centuries following the reign of the great King David 

– victor over Goliath, writer of many of the Psalms, founder of the dynasties of Israel, ancestor of Jesus – 

you’ll know that the Kingdom descended into chaos.  God’s people, whom God had called out of all the 

nations to be a light for the world, to be an example of how to live in the way that God wanted in 

response to his amazing grace, had fouled up spectacularly and had really moved away from any kind of 

obedience to and relationship with God. 

 

The Kingdom of Israel had been divided, there had been a series of civil wars, the people had been 

affected by droughts and famines, other tribes and nations had invaded, pillaged and oppressed them, and 

the people had turned to the worship of idols and the occult practices of the peoples around them.  Kings 

had been assassinated.  There had been massacres and pogroms.  God had again and again given them 

chances to return to him, but despite the occasional righteous ruler, both Israel and Judah now seemed 

hopeless cases in terms of their acknowledgement of God. 

 

Then along comes Josiah.  After yet another palace coup, this time disposing of his father Amon, Josiah is 

thrust into the spotlight at the tender ager of eight.  The author of 2 Kings notes that “He did what was 

right in the eyes of the Lord and followed completely the ways of his ancestor David, not turning aside to 



the right or to the left.”  And eighteen years into his reign, he discovers the Book of the Law, abandoned 

in the Temple amongst all the idols and paraphernalia of the pagan cultic practices which have been 

taking place in there.  This is The Law of Moses, the Torah, the foundational text of the nation of Israel, 

which is all about the covenant between God and his people.  Josiah has it read to him and discovers, with 

the help of a prophetess called Huldah, what God has in store for the people and for Josiah.  As a result of 

this, Josiah calls the people together and renews the covenant with God (23:3). 

 

So that the people can truly do what God wants them to, all the rubbish has to be cleared out of the 

Temple and the widespread worship of false gods – with all the practices that go along with that: ritual 

prostitution, child sacrifice, pantheistic ceremonies and the rest – have to be eradicated.  Anything that 

gets between God and his people’s doing his will needs to be dealt with.  These people are to get back to 

basics, to worshipping the One True God and putting aside all their sinful practices, if they are to move 

forward with him. 

 

And that would not have been easy.  Over the years, that idolatry would have become deeply ingrained in 

their lives.  They had invested all kinds of time, energy and resources in these sinful ways.  There was a 

good deal of pagan infrastructure in place which needed to be destroyed completely (“ground to powder” 

v6).  It may well have caused divisions in families and amongst friends as some wanted to move forward 

and others retained their attachment to the old ways.  It meant overcoming long-held habits and attitudes.  

But if they were to move forward, that is what needed to be done.  And we read that Josiah was 

determined and purposeful in his desire to follow God: “ Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king 

like him who turned to the Lord as he did – with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his 

strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses”(v25). 

 

Now, for Josiah, that meant God honoured his wish to return to him.  It didn’t end quite so well for the 

people, whose accumulated sin was still a cause of anger to God.  But the principle remains, as 

exemplified by Josiah himself: if you want to seek God’s will and enjoy his blessing, you need to ensure 

that there is nothing that stands between you and him.  As we approach our Church Weekend – not 

necessarily a new start, but undoubtedly a crucial time for this church – we need to get rid of anything 

that could get in the way of hearing God speak to us, anything that could divert our attention and our 

devotion from him, anything that could prevent our wholehearted obedience to his ways.  As the people 

of Judah needed to, so we need to get back to basics and repent of anything that we know is holding us 

back from that. 

 

In Hebrew 12:1,2, we read, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 

us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance 



the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.”  What always 

gets me about that verse is that the author speaks not only of “the sin that so easily entangles” – all those 

things that we know are wrong, the things that go against what God has told us in his word we should be 

doing, the things we could all acknowledge have no place in the life of a follower of Jesus: lying, stealing, 

adulterous thoughts, covetousness, greed, gossip, selfishness and all the rest – but also of “everything that 

hinders” – things that may well be OK in and of themselves, but which are leading us away from what 

God wants for us: misplaced ambition, acquisitiveness, unhelpful attitudes, misdirected energy and all the 

rest. 

 

Yes, of course, we need to get rid of what the old Puritans used to call “besetting sins”, those things we 

probably know are wrong, but are now so much a part of our lives, so habitual in our experience, that we 

hardly notice them, let alone want to deal with them.  We call them our “little peccadilloes” or say, “well, 

that’s just the way I am”, or don’t even acknowledge them at all.  But they are still “acts of the sinful 

nature”, as Paul calls them in Galatians 5:16-20.  And, as such, we need to deal with them.  Why would 

God want to speak to people who don’t even feel the need to take any notice of what is explicitly stated in 

his word? 

 

It may be difficult trying to deal with some of the things we identify as being wrong in our lives.  As I 

say, they may be so much a part of our lives that we’re not quite sure how to overcome them.  But God 

offers us his forgiveness as we bring them to him and express our determination to deal with them.  Look 

at 1 John 1:8 – 2:2.  We usually finish there, but look how he continues in vv3-5.  It’s that determination, 

the determination that Josiah had (“with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength”), and 

asked of his people, that means we’re serious about this. 

 

But it is also about our attitudes.  Paul tells us that we should have the attitude that Jesus had if we truly 

want to live in his ways (“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus” Philippians 2:5) – an 

attitude of humility and of obedience to God, a real desire to live as he calls us to.  Now, for people who 

are born with the human propensity to get things wrong, that adoption of Jesus’ attitudes is truly 

transformational.  Paul, again, writes of it in Romans 12:1,2 – “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 

sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this 

is your true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing 

and perfect will”.  If we are to hear what God is saying to us and we are committed to following what he 

says, then we need to be looking at things from his point of view and not from the point of view of the 

world, the culture around us.  We cannot do that if our vision is clouded with the concerns and desires of 

our own culture-bound attitudes. 



 

And it will have spin-offs, too, in our relationships with each other.  We were reflecting on this in our 

Elders’ meeting on Monday.  We are all in this together, folks, and that means doing our best to get on 

with each other.  As people who make up this church, we are thrown together with all kinds of other 

people with whom we probably have little in common other than a love for Jesus.  Let’s be honest, we all 

encounter people who from time to time rub us up the wrong way, or we them; people who irritate us, or 

we them; people with whom we fall out occasionally.  We cannot come together and seek God’s will 

together if we are disunited or harbouring grudges or being resentful about others.  Relationships which 

are not right need to be sorted out – and we do that by showing grace and love to one another in a 

purposeful and loving way, possibly reluctantly, but at least aware that it is what we are called to do as 

followers of Jesus.  Jesus actually makes it a pre-requisite of worshipping together, let alone seeking 

God’s will together.  Look at what he says in The Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 5:23-26 – and 

remember what we repeat week by week in The Lord’s Prayer (“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us”). 

 

Josiah’s exemplary ancestor, David, wrote at the end of one of his Psalms, “Search me, God, and know 

my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in 

the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23,24).  That needs to be our prayer as we approach next week’s 

weekend together.  Following the example of David, ask God if there is anything that is currently 

standing between him and you – or between you and another person – and then, following the example of 

Josiah, deal with it as he did: “with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength”.  Get rid 

of whatever is threatening to prevent you hearing what God wants to say.  Ask for the help of God’s Holy 

Spirit in that and remember that Jesus gave his life on the cross to enable you to be forgiven, to put 

behind you the wrong attitudes and actions of the past and move forward in his grace and his strength to 

the blessings that he has for you in the future – and has for us as a church in the months and years ahead. 

 

  



“CLEARING OUT” 
2 Kings 23:1-7,24,25 

 
In the centuries following the reign of the great King David, Israel descended into chaos.  God’s people 
had really moved away from any kind of obedience to and relationship with God.  God had again and 
again given them chances to return to him, but despite the occasional righteous ruler, both Israel and 
Judah now seemed hopeless cases in terms of their acknowledgement of God. 
 
Then along comes Josiah, who “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed completely the 
ways of his ancestor David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.”  He discovers the Book of the 
Law, abandoned in the Temple, the foundational text of the nation of Israel, which is all about the 
covenant between God and his people.  As a result of this, Josiah calls the people together and renews 
the covenant with God (23:3). 
 
So that the people can truly do what God wants them to, all the rubbish has to be cleared out of the 
Temple and the widespread worship of false gods has to be eradicated.  Anything that gets between 
God and his people’s doing his will needs to be dealt with.  Josiah was determined and purposeful in his 
desire to follow God (look at v25). 
 
We too need to get rid of anything that could get in the way of hearing God speak to us.  Look at 
Hebrew 12:1,2.  The author speaks not only of “the sin that so easily entangles” but also of “everything 
that hinders”. 
 
We need to get rid of the “acts of the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:16-20).  Why would God want to speak 
to people who don’t even feel the need to take any notice of what is explicitly stated in his word?  God 
offers us his forgiveness as we bring them to him and express our determination to deal with them.  
Look at 1 John 1:8 – 2:5. 
 
But it is also about our attitudes.  Look at Philippians 2:5 and Romans 12:1,2.  If we are to hear what 
God is saying to us and we are committed to following what he says, then we need to be looking at 
things from his point of view and not from the point of view of the world, the culture around us.  We 
cannot do that if our vision is clouded with the concerns and desires of our own culture-bound attitudes. 
 
And it will have spin-offs, too, in our relationships with each other.  We cannot come together and seek 
God’s will together if we are disunited or harbouring grudges or being resentful about others.  
Relationships which are not right need to be sorted out.  Jesus actually makes it a pre-requisite of 
worshipping together, let alone seeking God’s will together.  Look at Matthew 5:23-26. 
 
Look at Psalm 139:23,24 and ask God if there is anything that is currently standing between him and 
you – or between you and another person – and then, following the example of Josiah, deal with it as 
he did: “with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength”. 
 

Questions for reflection and discussion 
 

1) Why did God’s people need to have such a radical clear-out of their national life?   
 
2) Are there any “acts of the sinful nature” (Galatians 5:19-21) which are more common than others?  

Why do you think that is? 
 
3) How can we guard against adopting the attitudes of the world around us?  What makes it so difficult 

for us to do that? 
 
4) Why is Jesus so insistent on sorting out our relationships?  Do you think it is a real problem still 

today?  Why/why not? 
 

5) What are you going to do in response to this? 



 


