
Wade Street Church  15.09.19 am 
“CHRIST’S LOVE COMPELS US” 

2 Corinthians 5:14 
 

As we look forward to our Church Weekend in October and reflect on the opportunities before us to move 

forward in God’s purposes here at the heart of this city, we have, over the past couple of weeks, looked at 

whether we really do want Jesus to work among – and, I hope, concluded that we do – and seen that we 

need to seek God and pray for his will to be made known.  As a church, we want to be involved in the life 

of this community and we want, through that involvement, to share the good news of Jesus with as many 

people as possible.  In many ways we will be looking at the questions of how we do that – what will be 

our strategy? what events and programmes will we set up? what resources in terms of people, fiancé and 

premises will we need? 

 

But underlying all of those perfectly legitimate and important questions is one much bigger question.  

We’ll be thinking of how we live out our mission, but why are we doing it?  Why are we wanting to serve 

this community?  Why are we so eager to share the gospel?  Why do we do what we do?  What underlies 

our worship and witness, our mission and ministry?  Sometimes discussing the details of the delivery of 

our mission can cause us to lose focus on the mission itself.  Paul and the other apostles must have faced 

such issues all the time as they set about planting churches and setting up Christian communities all 

around the Mediterranean in the first decades after Jesus had left them to return to his Father in heaven.  

That’s why Paul, in particular, is so insistent in his letters that those first believers keep their eye on the 

ball, as it were. 

 

Here in the words we’ve read this morning, from the second letter that we have (almost certainly the third 

that he wrote) to the difficult and divided church in Corinth, he sets out some of the basics.  We are 

joining with God in his mission to transform lives, turning sinful people into “new creations” (v17) and 

engaging in reconciliation between people and each other, and people and God (v18).  But underlying it 

all is the phrase that is the title of our reflection this morning, the words he writes in v15 I “Christ’s love 

compels us”.  We do this because Jesus loves us and when we realise that we have no option but to share 

that message of hope. 

 

When I felt drawn to this passage for today’s sermon, I did what I often do and looked back through the 

archive to see if I’d preached on it before, in case there were any particular insights that might prove 

helpful in preparation for this morning.  I’ve preached on this twice before – the first time almost exactly 

29 years ago when I came up to preach with a view at Cannock URC.  And then, interestingly, 25 years 

ago next month at a Wade Street Church weekend away at Willersley Castle when we were going through 

a very similar exercise to the one we’re engaged in at the moment – looking for God’s guidance as to the 

way forward for us here.  In the quarter of a century (sounds a long time when you put it like that) since 



then, we’ve seen God working in all kinds of amazing ways here, but the thing God seems to be pointing 

out is that it is always the love of Christ which must be the foundation for our work for him.  Without a 

realisation of that, our efforts will be less than effective.  And so it is important that we revisit this again 

today, not least when we are faced with the time-honoured reminders of that love in the bread and wine 

here this morning.  So let’s spend a few moments reflecting on that astounding love this morning. 

 

Now, very often we would look at the love of Christ and say that this is something that is to be our 

MODEL, our example, as we share the gospel with others.  Indeed, for very many people who might not 

even consider themselves to be Christians – and a fair number of Christians who have a very liberal or 

progressive take on the faith – Jesus was a person whose most important contribution to the life of 

humanity was that he set a great example.  We are to try and follow his way of life and emulate his 

sacrificial lifestyle.  Indeed, Paul himself says in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Follow my example as I follow the 

example of Christ”.  Fair enough – that’s not a bad idea: Jesus does indeed set us a great example.  But 

why take him as a model and not some other great teacher – Mohammed, Confucius, the Buddha?  Well, 

because although Christ’s love is to be our MODEL, it is first and foremost to be our MOTIVATION. 

 

The love of Christ gives us an insight into God’s character; in Christ’s love we see God’s love, and once 

we have looked at that and fully appreciated it we are compelled to live as he wants us to.  When our own 

reserves of love are low, we need to turn our gaze upon the love of Christ, but if we take that simply as a 

model, there is no way we can ever summon up of ourselves the motivation and the strength to imitate it.  

But if we see in Christ’s love the motivation, the stimulus to our own love, then our strength returns.  

Richard Baxter, the great Puritan writer, wrote in his lengthy Dying Thoughts, “Gazing upon the face of 

love in Christ, and tasting of its gifts and looking up into its glorious reign, is the way to kindle the sacred 

fire in thee.” 

 

So what is this love?  What does this picture of love contain?  It’s a picture too vast for us really to take it 

all in – like a huge canvas in an art gallery (or Stanley Spencer’s work at Sandham Chapel) – but let’s 

focus in on a couple of the details of Christ’s love and ask what they teach us of God. 

 

 

1. IT IS DERIVED FROM THE FATHER 

 

As we have already said, Jesus’ love is a picture, a reflection of God’s love; and it is such a faithful 

picture because it is derived directly from the Father.  In his great teaching on The Vine in John 15, Jesus 

says, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you”.  Jesus’ love is inseparable from God the 

Father’s love.  Two things briefly to note about God’s love, two things among many others. 



 

God’s provision 

Next Sunday we’ll be celebrating our harvest festival, remembering the way in which God demonstrates 

his love for us by faithfully providing for all our needs.  He continues to keep the promises he made to all 

people through Noah in Genesis 8:22, promises that he would always ensure that seedtime and harvest 

would happen.  The very fact that we are given all we need speaks of the love which God has for all his 

creation. 

 

God’s initiative 

As Christians, we have to keep coming back to this point: that God loves us first.  1 John 4:10 sums it up 

so well – “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son and an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins”.  We haven’t really done anything to merit God’s love and favour, but he is still 

prepared to show his love for us.  In the little Old Testament book of Hosea we are given a story which 

makes it real on a human level.  The prophet Hosea marries a prostitute on God’s instructions and God 

uses Hosea’s situation to show what the quality of his love is.  Despite Gomer’s constant unfaithfulness, 

Hosea is prepared to take her back and love her as before.  Despite our sin and our unfaithfulness, despite 

our inability to do anything good on our own, God keeps showing his love to us.  The love of the Father 

shown in Christ compels us. 

 

 

2. IT IS SELF-SACRIFICING 

 

Not only is Jesus’ love derived from the Father, the Creator, from whom all good things come, but it is 

also, as we read in John 15:13 a love that gives all – “Greater love has no-one that this, that he lay down 

his life for his friends”.  Jesus’ love is wholly sacrificial, something which Paul emphasises in this 

passage, when he says that “one died for all”.  Paul is “convinced” of the fact of the cross: that is what 

must stand at the centre of all our talk about love, about faith, about life itself.  We cannot get away from 

the fact that anything we do as Christians comes back to that execution on Golgotha.  Paul writes 

elsewhere, in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ 

and him crucified”. 

 

There, on that cross, was the supreme demonstration of love – the sinless Son of God taking on himself, 

literally for no earthly reason, the punishment for the sins of everyone here today, of everyone in the city, 

of everyone in the history of humanity.  In his book The Cross of Christ, John Stott quotes these words: 

“Who delivered up Jesus to die?  Not Judas for money; not Pilate for fear; not the Jews for envy – but the 

Father for love!”  Can you turn and raise your eyes to the cross, to Jesus hanging there for you; can you 



look inot his eyes, glazed with pain and exhaustion; can you look up at the bleeding forehead and hands, 

and still say, “Why should I show love?”  The love of Christ on the cross compels us. 

 

3. IT IS CONSTANT 

 

Writing to the Christians in Rome, Paul gets quite carried away as he talks of Christ’s love and in Romans 

8:35-39 he delights in the constancy of Christ’s love for us.  There is absolutely nothing that can separate 

us from the love of Christ.  His love for us never gives up, never ends, is never overcome by other forces.  

Just as we saw earlier that God keeps his promise as regards our daily provision, so we can be sure, too, 

of his protection and mercy at all times.  Even when we try to walk away from him, he never lets us go.  

Doesn’t that give you a great sense of assurance?  Doesn’t that inspire you to live for him?  Doesn’t that 

make you want to share it with others? 

 

As we look at the way in which God provides for us, at the way in which God always acts first in love, at 

Christ’s supreme sacrifice on the cross and at the unending, unconquerable constancy of his love, we 

must surely be stirred into action, into wanting to live as God’s people.  The constant love of Christ 

compels us. 

 

Let me finish with some words from another Puritan writer.  Thomas Brooks, writing in 1652 in his book 

Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices puts it like this: 

“Ah, souls!  I know no such arguments to work you to a lively and constant performance of 
all heavenly services like those that are drawn from the consideration of the great and 
glorious things that Christ hath done for you; and if such arguments will not take you and win 
upon you, I do not think the throwing of hell fire in your faces will ever do it.” 
 

That’s why we want to find out what God wants us to do in this community – because Christ loves us so 

much that we have to follow him and share that good news of that love.  Reflect on that as you take these 

symbols of his love this morning. 

 

 

Richard Baxter: The Reformed Pastor (1656)  (Banner of Truth: 1983 edition pp131/2) 
Oh, then, let us hear these arguments of Christ, whenever we feel ourselves grow dull and careless: ‘Did 
I die for these souls, and wilt not thou look after them? Were they worth my blood, and are they not worth 
thy labour? Did I come down from heaven to earth, “to seek and to save that which was lost;” and wilt 
thou not go to the next door, or street, or village, to seek them? How small is thy condescension and 
labour compared to mine! I debased myself to this, but it is thy honour to be so employed. Have I done 
and suffered so much for their salvation, and was I willing to make thee a fellow-worker with me, and wilt 
thou refuse to do that little which lieth upon thy hands?’ Every time we look upon our congregations, let 
us believingly remember that they are the purchase of Christ’s blood, and therefore should be regarded 
by us with the deepest interest and the most tender affection. 
 
 



  



“CHRIST’S LOVE COMPELS US” 
2 Corinthians 5:14 

 
Why are we wanting to serve this community?  Why are we so eager to share the gospel?  Why do we 
do what we do?  What underlies our worship and witness, our mission and ministry?  Sometimes 
discussing the details of the delivery of our mission can cause us to lose focus on the mission itself.  In 
these words Paul sets out some of the basics.  We are joining with God in his mission to transform lives, 
turning sinful people into “new creations” (v17) and engaging in reconciliation between people and each 
other, and people and God (v18).  But underlying it all are the words in v15 “Christ’s love compels us”.  
We do this because Jesus loves us and when we realise that we have no option but to share that 
message of hope. 
 
Although Christ’s love is to be our MODEL, it is first and foremost to be our MOTIVATION.  The love 
of Christ gives us an insight into God’s character; in Christ’s love we see God’s love, and once we have 
looked at that and fully appreciated it we are compelled to live as he wants us to.   
 
 
1. IT IS DERIVED FROM THE FATHER 
In John 15, Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you”.  Jesus’ love is inseparable 
from God the Father’s love.  Two things briefly to note about God’s love, two things among many 
others. 
God’s provision 
The very fact that we are given all we need speaks of the love which God has for all his creation. 
God’s initiative 
As Christians, we have to keep coming back to this point: that God loves us first.  Look at 1 John 4:10.  
 
2. IT IS SELF-SACRIFICING 
Jesus’ love is a love that gives all – “Greater love has no-one that this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13).   
 
3. IT IS CONSTANT 
Look at Romans 8:35-39.  There is absolutely nothing that can separate us from the love of Christ.  His 
love for us never gives up, never ends, is never overcome by other forces.   
 
As we look at the way in which God provides for us, at the way in which God always acts first in love, at 
Christ’s supreme sacrifice on the cross and at the unending, unconquerable constancy of his love, we 
must surely be stirred into action, into wanting to live as God’s people. 
 
Thomas Brooks, writing in 1652 in his book Precious Remedies Against Satan’s Devices puts it like this: 

“Ah, souls!  I know no such arguments to work you to a lively and constant performance of 
all heavenly services like those that are drawn from the consideration of the great and 
glorious things that Christ hath done for you; and if such arguments will not take you and 
win upon you, I do not think the throwing of hell fire in your faces will ever do it.” 

 
 

For reflection and discussion 
 

1) We spend plenty of time thinking about what we are doing as a church and how we will do it.  Do 
you often think about why we do it?  If you do, what conclusions do you come to? 

 
2) Why is it not enough to say that Jesus is a good example for us? 
 
3) What really motivates you in your Christian life?  Why do you think that is? 
 
4) How can we encourage one another in our Christian activity? 
 



5) Spend some time praying together about the Church vision weekend. 


