
Wade Street Church  02.06.19 am (Jazz Festival Service) 
“PSALMS AND ALL THAT JAZZ” 

Ephesians 5:15-20 
 

It’s great to have occasions like this when we can enjoy the shared experience of making music and 
listening to music.  Music – all kinds of it, from Gregorian chant to R’n’B – is something that touches all 
our lives.  Most of us enjoy listening to it.  Some of us enjoy performing it.  Many of us – probably most 
of us – find ourselves at times whistling, humming, singing in the shower, beating out rhythms on the 
table, the steering wheel, wherever.  And you’ll notice that from a very early age, children love to bang 
things and try to produce a tune on whatever is to hand.  It seems to be hard-wired into our human 
make-up. 
 
All cultures use music, too – again, in different ways, from disseminating propaganda to providing 
entertainment.  And wherever you look around the world, music is pretty well integral to the expression 
of faith, often under the influence of some kind of spiritual experience or narcotics or mass-induced 
enthusiasms.  From the tinkling of Buddhist bells to the ululations of African religions, from the rhythmic 
chanting of the Islamic world to the polyphonic motets of Cathedral choristers, adherents of the world’s 
religions use music to praise their deity, to plead for help, to proclaim their faith to others and to 
encourage each other. 
 
So it’s no surprise, really, that St Paul picks up on that as he writes to the fledgling Christians in the 
recently planted church in Ephesus.  He’s trying to help these new converts to move on in their 
understanding of what following Jesus is all about and encourage them to live out their developing faith 
in their everyday lives.  He encourages them to “be filled with the Spirit” – to allow the Holy Spirit of 
God to influence all that they do and are.  And part of that will be to help them use their music in their 
faith. 
 
He tells them to “speak to one another” in their music – their “psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”.  
This is a way of encouraging each other.  Of course, you can belt out your hymns in the shower or 
whistle choruses while you’re mowing the lawn, but there is something very special about doing what 
we’re doing here this morning – and, indeed, do each Sunday morning in our worship.  This is way of 
encouraging and uplifting each other.  Singing these songs together led by some very gifted musicians 
gives us that lift that we need to go out and live out our faith each day, wherever God has called us to 
be. 
 
But he also says that we should “sing and make music in your heart to the Lord”.  It’s not just a shared 
experience of singing together, but a way of offering our praise and our worship to the God in whom we 
put our faith.  It’s a way of articulating our thanks to God for all that he has done, a way of expressing 
our admiration of him, our devotion to him – just like a football crowd singing the praises of their heroes 
on the pitch or the good citizens of Pyongyang voicing their gratitude to Kim Il Jung for his gracious 
protection of them, except with a good deal more justification! 
 
And part of that praise and worship is to “give thanks to God for everything”.  As we sing and make 
music to God, we are expressing at a profound level our gratitude to him for the life he has given us – 
the very fact that we are here and able to sing is a reason for thanks.  We thank him for the provision 
he makes for us, for keeping us safe and providing for all our needs.  We thanks him, as did William 
Cowper, that even in the darkest episodes of our lives he is there beside us.  And we thank him for our 
salvation, that he is transforming us into the people that he wants us to be, people who are getting the 
very best out of the life he intends for us. 
 
We’ve been singing this morning Songs of Revival, songs that have been important to the church at 
times of reawakening.  In such contexts, music is vital to bring people together and give them a shared 
experience.  But it is much more than that. 
 



Through the words that are sung believers experience truth.  Articulating the things we believe in 
music helps it to sink it – the rhythms and the rhymes aid our remembering of it and embed it in our 
consciousness. 
 
It also helps to explain the gospel, giving us a way of communicating something of what we believe 
to those who currently don’t share that belief.  Perhaps the most obvious example at the moment is 
Lauren Daglio’s song You Say, which embeds in listeners’ minds the awe-inspiring truth that we find our 
identity in God – and once you’ve heard that every hour on Radio 2, it starts to get stuck in your mind! 
 
And it is also a way of expressing commitment.  That has been very much the theme of many of the 
songs we’ve used today – an opportunity to put into words what it is we believe and therefore intend to 
live out.  There are those who are very opposed to using any music in church, other than the chanting 
of metrical Psalms – which, it has to be said, would make life a lot easier in many ways – but music, 
especially the kind of stuff we’re using today, just adds so much to faith, to worship, to life, that you just 
can’t ignore it.  Paul didn’t and nor should we.  Keep singing out the psalms and all that jazz! 
 
 

For reflection and discussion 
 

1) What is about music that is so universal?  Do you enjoy listening to or performing music?  What 
kind?  Why do you enjoy it (or why don’t you)? 

 
2) Is there any kind of music that is “out of bounds” to a Christian?  Why/why not? 
 
3) Why is it good to “speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs”?  What does that 

do that other forms of communication don’t? 
 
4) How can we effectively use music in our outreach? 
 
5) We are very grateful for the part our musicians play in helping us worship.  Can that turn into a 

performance rather than worship?  Is there anything wrong with that?  Why/why not?  If we think 
it’s wrong, how can we prevent that happening? 

 
6) What could you do to encourage those who provide the music in church?  Try it out regularly! 


