
Wade Street Church  21.04.19 am (Easter: Baptism) 
“DEAD AND ALIVE” 

Romans 6:1-14 
 

Well, this is a great Sunday to be worshipping together in church.  It’s Easter Day, the day of resurrection, 

and it’s a day when our three friends (Helena, Maija & Sandra) are being baptised – two great 

celebrations in one.  And it’s great to welcome so many of you here this morning, whether you’re a 

regular worshipper here or an occasional visitor or here for the very first time (maybe just curious about 

all that’s going on here).  And it is a warm welcome, because God loves you so much that he welcomes 

you whoever you are, whatever you are, just as you are.  But God loves you too much to leave you that 

way.  As Easter Sunday underlines, God is a God of transformation.  He longs for things to change, to 

change back from the somewhat difficult and dysfunctional world we are part of, to the wonderful, 

perfect creation he originally intended. 

 

And because of his longing to change things – to restore things to their original settings, as it were – he 

offers you a way to get in on that change.  That’s what his grace is all about, his grace shown in Jesus, 

demonstrated by his sacrifice on the cross on Good Friday and spectacularly confirmed by the 

resurrection on Easter morning.  Jesus died to make the past history, to deal with all those things that get 

in the way of God’s great project of restoration, to defeat the evil forces that had tried for so long to 

undermine it.  And he was brought back to life to light up the eternal future with his promises.  If you are 

anxious about all that you see going on around you, if you are concerned about your own future when this 

life is over, if you feel weighed down by the regrets in your own life and the ways in which you find 

yourself struggling with all kinds of issues, then God has some good news for you. 

 

And what is going on here this morning is a great metaphor for all that – for real transformation.  Baptism 

is a way of kind of acting out what Jesus went through and identifying with it ourselves.  Jesus himself 

used baptism as a metaphor for his death a couple of times when he was talking to his followers.  In both 

Mark’ and Luke’s accounts of his life he clearly sees death as a form of baptism.  And in the words we’ve 

just heard from Paul’s Letter to the Romans, he uses that image too (Romans 6:3,4).  He talks about being 

“baptised into his death” and the way in which Helena, Maija and Sandra will go down into the water is 

like dying and being buried. 

 

Why?  Well, it’s not just an identification with Jesus – his dying and being buried – but a way of saying 

that the old life, the life before accepting the offer of God’s grace, is over.  All that stuff that was 

basically self-centredness of varying degrees, that ignoring of God’s ways, that desire to do our own thing 

and not take God and his ways into account – that’s all over with.  That’s the “old self” and Paul says it 

needs to be “crucified with him”. 

 



That’s a gory, but very appropriate image to use in this context.  You see, those issues of the past, those 

sins and wrong choices, need to be done away with once and for all, as happened in crucifixion.  You see, 

crucifixion was first of all something Purposeful: you can’t crucify someone by accident.  You have to 

get them laid out on the cross and then nail them to it.  There’s no way you can do that accidentally.  So, 

the break with our past has to be done on purpose.  You don’t become a follower of Jesus accidentally: 

it’s a conscious decision, which is what these three people have made. 

 

Secondly, crucifixion is Painful.  I’m sure you can imagine that.  I’ve played the part of Jesus a couple of 

times in the Lichfield Mystery Plays and also played the part of a soldier at the crucifixion and I can tell 

you that it’s not very comfortable even when you’re trying not to hurt someone.  If ever you see Mel 

Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ that will have been brought home to you.  So giving up the past 

can sometimes be painful initially – it may mean giving up habits that we have grown comfortable with 

but which are clearly against God’s will; it may mean ending relationships that are not as they should be; 

it may mean accepting or confessing things that are very difficult to acknowledge.  But it has to be done. 

 

And finally, crucifixion is Permanent.  You were never sentenced to a few hours on the cross.  You were 

there till you died – which could sometimes take a very long time.  That life was to be extinguished for 

good and all.  So with our past life.  Coming to Jesus means that there is a clean break with the past and 

we don’t keep going back to it.  The words we’re looking at come in the context of some instruction Paul 

was giving to people who believed that it was so good enjoying God’s grace that you should keep sinning 

to get more and more of it.  Tom Wright has a great way of seeing this when he talk about the Prodigal 

Son and asks us to imagine the son a couple of years after the story.  He’s back in his dad’s household 

and reconciled with his brother, but he has such great memories of his dad’s welcome home that he thinks 

he’ll run away again and go through all the stuff in a foreign country just so he can enjoy his dad’s 

welcome again.  That’s no how it works and this act of going down under the water is a way of signifying 

that the past is dealt with once and for all and we want to move forward in God’s ways. 

 

But (all being well!) Helena, Maija and Sandra won’t stay under the water.  They’ll come up again just as 

Jesus came back up from death, rose from the tomb to new life.  That’s what Paul says here.  If we are 

buried with Jesus as demonstrated in our baptism, we rise up to a new life, a new beginning, a new start 

with Jesus as Lord.  There is nothing like the joy of coming up out of that water and knowing that this is a 

new start.  You can’t always see it from where you are, but I see every time someone comes up out of that 

water a face beaming with hope and radiant with joy.  The old stuff’s gone – dead and buried!  There’s a 

new life ahead, walking along with Jesus in the power of his Holy Spirit towards the sure and certain 

promise of eternity spent with God is his Kingdom, his renewed and restored creation. 

 



That’s why this is such a great day to be baptised.  Easter Sunday, the day when the old life is dead and 

buried and the new life lies ahead – a time of resurrection, of new beginnings, of renewed hope.  Life will 

not now be problem free and a complete doddle for these three people who are baptised today.  They will 

still have to face difficulties and dilemmas in this life, but they will know that Jesus walks beside them in 

those times of difficulty and he has promised an eternity of peace and fulfilment when this life is over. 

 

Now, if you’re struggling at the moment with whether this is for you, remember what these three people 

have said this morning.  Remember what we’re celebrating today and the invitation to identify with that.  

Remember that God loves you just as you are, but loves you too much to leave you that way.  Talk to me 

afterwards if you want to follow up on any of that. 


