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‘Light out of Darkness’  
Sunday Nov 25th 2018 John 1 

 
‘Out of darkness cometh light’ = the wording on the crest of 
city of Wolverhampton – also on football match programmes of 
WWFC back in the 1960s cost 4d (showing my age!). Now words 
in Molineux stadium – coming true this season! 
 
Today = Sunday before Advent Sunday. Last year – privilege of 
taking Advent Sunday services here (Ian recalling how much I 
like Advent in church). He recalled that again this year – 
opportunity to take this ‘pre-Advent’ service this morning. 
 
And our Bible base goes back to ‘in the beginning’ with the 
greatest piece of Scripture in whole of Bible – in preacher’s 
opinion – you may disagree, of course!  
 
FOUR POINTS about LIGHT in these verses. 
 
1)LIGHT from the BEGINNING – Dylan Thomas’ ‘Under Milk 
Wood’ drama with a difference – opening line = ‘to begin at the 
beginning’. Which is what John does here & from opening lines of 
this 4th gospel, so we are made aware that here too is a ‘drama 
with a difference’ in the way that John presents his gospel 
account. The other 3 – Matt. > Mark & Luke begin their gospels 
very much in earthly terms: in Nazareth > banks of R. Jordan & in 
Jerusalem respectively. 
 
But John’s is a much more cosmic setting – for he begins in 
ETERNITY. ‘Light from the beginning’ is what John reminds his 
readers of here. He’s saying that God has been calling us to be 
his Advent people from the dawn of time itself. For God = Creator 
of time & Jesus, as described here = agent of creation (v3). Here 
is Creation & New Creation – Father & Son. 
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‘In the beginning God created the heavens & the earth’ 
Gen.1v1. ‘In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God’ 
 
Cosmic setting & cosmic calling of this Gospel. ‘Word’ – the 
‘Logos’ a Greek concept – John’s out to capture a big readership, 
because he is setting out his Gospel of Jesus Christ – one who is 
light-giver to ALL (v9). And so God’s Advent call begins right at 
the beginning with his Advent light at the beginning. And the 
Advent message is that God comes to us, not in words written in 
ink on paper, but in a flesh & blood man- yet the one also who is 
Word made flesh. And this same Jesus is alive & here this 
morning – no longer as Word made flesh – but as a spiritual 
reality ‘I will not leave you as orphans, I WILL come to you…I 
will be with you ALWAYS…’ Here is Jesus’ promise of a 
perpetual Advent. 
 
‘Jesus came to a prepared people’ – and we can trace that truth 
through pages of OT. Which tells us, not just about God, but 
about history, about human weakness, greed, ambition, lust, love 
& hate. Here is our story & God’s involvement in our story, 
showing us that he is concerned about human life in all its 
details. And so gradually, sometimes in spite of who we are, 
God’s advent calendar is opened, door by door, via prophets & 
kings & ordinary men & women upon whom God’s Spirit comes. 
We see God reaching down & touching people – changing them 
into vessels for the fulfilment of his purposes – just as he seeks 
to do with you & with me. 1)LIGHT from the BEGINNING > 
 
2)LIGHT of the WORLD – visit to Uffizi art gallery Florence 
back in early 1990s. It was August, it was very hot, we arrived 
soon after 9 (after an interesting & challenging drive over 
mountains), but still queued for 90 minutes. We saw some 
amazing & world-famous paintings (eventually) – but if truth be 
told, we enjoyed the cold drinks on roof top restaurant as much 
as any of the Renaissance marvels we had shuffled past earlier. 
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Paolo Uccello – Florentine painter was the master of 
perspective – devoting his life to trying to understand & capture 
perspective on canvas. 
 
And here in Scripture, John is trying to share his perspective of 
Jesus with us his readers. So he begins & ends his gospel with 
two masterpieces of perspective – here in chapter 1 & at end in 
chapter 20 where Thomas kneels before Jesus, confessing him 
to be ‘His Lord & his God.’  
 
For Thomas at that moment his own personal advent had come. 
He is deemed blessed by Jesus, for having (finally!) seen & 
believed. But the greater blessing will be, says Jesus in John 20 
for those who have not seen & yet have believed. 
 
Here John the Baptist gets his own perspective & that of Jesus 
described – QUOTE v15. Once again, as ‘proper Advent’ begins 
next Sunday, we face the annual battle of the ‘wrong perspective’ 
on Advent. If you were here, you may recall all those different 
kinds of ‘Advent calendars’ I outlined in all age talk at the 11am 
Advent Sunday last year – chocolate; jam; cheese; Lego; tea 
lights; wine; gin & pork scratchings!!  
 
An Advent reduced to being all about CONSUMPTION – rather 
than ANTICIPATION. Yes – it’s that time of year again -‘The tills 
are alive with the sound of Musak’ & I rush outside suffering 
again from ‘Santa Claustrophobia’!! 
 
But here – in this ‘sanctuary’ - away from all of that – in the 
coming four weeks of Advent, we will be reminded of God’s 
perspective once again. He gets his ‘Word’ in edgeways – here in 
this magnificent piece of writing that is John 1, we read of Jesus’ 
twofold nature – he is both God and Man. 
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It may not be an easy concept to grasp, but this ‘great and mighty 
wonder’ = the greatest truth and the greatest ‘mystery’ -i.e. one 
that is revealed by faith via God’s Spirit. 
 
Don’t let the Spirit of the Age cloud your vision. Don’t let this Light 
of the world be swamped or snuffed out in some kind of user-
friendly midwinter mush of ‘celebration’. Don’t get me wrong – 
this is not Rev Scrooge up here – I love all the build-up, the 
present giving and receiving – esp. the receiving! The 
decorations, the lights, turkey and all the trimmings – but the old 
slogan still holds good - ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’. 
 
And uniqueness of Christian faith is that God is not some 
shadowy, ghost-like figure. ’The God who comes’ = Ian’s title 
for next Sunday - Advent Sunday. He comes to us in flesh and 
blood and in all the fulness of humanity (v14). ‘Hands that flung 
stars into space to cruel nails surrendered.’ He comes to us as 
Light from the Beginning > as Light of the World & 
 
3) LIGHT in the DARKNESS –  
 
Great holiday in Yorkshire Dales ‘God’s Own Country’! Late 
one evening in our cottage, watching TV – suddenly plunged into 
total darkness. Find a light (mobile phone) – check other house – 
street lights all still on! Find the fuse box – did eventually & after 
trying various switches combinations – LIGHT was restored. 
 
How much we need light! Light banishes darkness & reveals 
beauty & in God’s word, light is a recurring metaphor for God’s 
power and presence. ‘The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light > arise, shine for your light has come and 
the glory of the Lord rises upon you’ – Isaiah. 
 
And here – the true light that gives light to every human 
being was coming into the world.  



P a g e  | 5 
 
We are attracted to light, light draws us on, light guides us, it 
points the way forward. Don’t do a lot of night driving out in the 
country now, but it always amazes me, when you put on ‘main 
beam’ – how much more of road ahead you can see. 
 
Throughout the OT, God has been shining light into his world-  
but that light was as nothing, mere ‘sidelights’ cf. the main beam 
of the Man who is God, whom John describes here. And John 
makes several refs to light & darkness here, not just because it is 
a recurring theme for the whole of the gospel, but also because 
he is speaking in the ‘dualistic’ language that his Greek & wider 
audience would understand. 
 
And so do we – for we too know the reality of darkness and light 
in life today – from lovely little Lichfield out across the cosmos – 
what John speaks of here is the cosmic conflict between light & 
darkness played out in people’s lives today. 
 
So here too are Skywalker and Darth Vader < Harry Potter and 
Lord Valdermort > Gandalf and Sauron. And here too, this 
morning on the brink of another Advent season, we come again 
living out the reality of light in the darkness in our own lives & of 
those closest to us. Some of us have needed to know the reality 
of that light in midst of our own darkness in the past year. 
 
Jesus is the holy light of the world exposing what is evil and 
unjust. His truth sets us free to be what God always intended us 
to be – people who live with God, seeking to live harmoniously 
with creation and our fellow humans. 
 
There are choices to be made (vv10-13) – God takes the 
initiative & awaits our response – of acceptance or rejection. And 
the key, which takes us out of a dark room into one flooded with 
light, is ‘receiving’ God’s Word made flesh and ‘believing’ in him. 
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Light from the Beginning > as Light of the World >LIGHT in 
the DARKNESS > 
 
LIGHT & LIFE – only fair to point out that Christianity adopted 
(hi-jacked!) the end of December to designate Christmas Day – 
coinciding – more or less- with the shortest day of the year. The 
least amount of daylight, before the sun begins its journey back 
towards the equator (or more scientifically correct to say, when 
the orbit/tilt of Earth causes that to happen). 
 
This time of year was an important moment in the pagan 
calendar – when people could give thanks that the 
Unconquerable Sun had triumphed again. 
 
In him was light & that light was the light of all people. Here 
then is God’s Unconquerable Son – Jesus the Christ, the 
anointed One and Only – full of grace and truth. And those who 
accept him by faith can say: ‘we have seen his glory…No one 
has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the 
Father’s side – he has made him known.’ 
 
So, on this ‘pre-Advent Sunday’ here is our pre-Advent Light – 
the same light set against the backdrop of terror & threat of terror 
in our Advent 2018 world. The light shining out amidst the 
darkness of all the injustices of poverty, starvation, exploitation of 
the vulnerable & the resources of God’s Earth. And the light that 
shines too against the darkness of our own everyday struggles of 
physical and mental health – against our concerns about family, 
work & our past, present & future. 
 
Against all of that and more – the Word is made flesh. We are 
called by name, called to stand out as light in a dark world. We 
will, like Thomas did – at the end of his own master class in 
divine perspective – stand up. And this God made Word & Word 
made God is all. 
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Grace is flung across the canvas of life & we are invited to see 
the perspective that is no longer ours, but God’s. Here in the 
‘now and not yet’ of his Kingdom begun – but ultimately at God’s 
final Advent, when the final door of God’s Advent Calendar 
opens on to eternity with Him. 
 
Back in my student days of late 1960s, I would travel back from 
London Euston to Wolverhampton High Level station on the then 
newly electrified railway route. The bit between Birmingham New 
St & Wolverhampton on a bleak, dull winter’s day was not a 
pretty sight: Tipton > Dudley Port > Rowley Regis > Coseley etc 
– industrial ‘wasteland of the W Midlands. No doubt it’s much 
more beautiful today?! 
 
And somewhere on that part of journey, each time I would see 
same huge question painted on a wall: ‘ETERNITY, ETERNITY, 
WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY? No doubt that slogan 
long since gone – but all these years later, as we prepare to 
contemplate the LIGHT shining in the DARKESS once again – 
that same question - ‘ETERNITY, ETERNITY, WHERE WILL 
YOU SPEND ETERNITY? still needs to be answered by me & by 
us ALL. 


