
TIME FOR AMAZING 
 
We live in a busy world don't we? 
A world of constant stimulation, demands, distractions, urgency, self gratification, responsibilities, 
desires, fashion, body image, social media and the internet, more and more demanding jobs. 
 
Sometimes its hard to find time even to breathe – let alone to spend time with God.   
Or come to church on a Sunday! 
** 
Given the opportunity to lead the services today, I have spent a number of weeks pondering on 
what I wanted to talk about.   
My initial thoughts were to talk about The Sabbath – and keeping it holy.  A reaction to 
conversations in the past at elders meetings and members meetings about how long the Sunday 
services should be, complaints when it “over ran” etc! 
And I started to study and research with this subject in mind. 
There is a lot of stuff out there about the Sabbath!!!!   
Is it relevant today.  Should it be Saturday or Sunday?  Is it a old testament law, is it a 
commandment, what should we be doing on the Sabbath.   Etc etc etc 
The more I thought about how we argue so much about these things as humans, how we discuss 
how long a service should be, when it should finish, why we even have a clock in church, how most 
Christians leave church and treat the rest of the day as though it were any other day.........I realized 
God was giving me a different message......that kept coming to the front of my mind. 
 
Why don't we want to??? 
Why don't we want to spend as much time as we can in the house of the Lord, in his presence, 
praising him and worshipping? 
Why do we not want to spend as much time as possible in the presence of the King? 
Why do we need a law or a commandment to worship the King? 
 
The King of righteousness 
The King of the Ages 
The King of Heaven 
The King of Glory 
The King of Kings 
The Lord of Lords!!! 
 
Dr S M Lockeridge delivers it a lot more passionately than I can at the start of the service. 
 
We are saved by an Amazing God.  The God who existed since before time began.  The God who 
spoke the world into being, who created day and night, land and sea, every living creature, man 
himself. 
The Amazing God who watched as his children turned against him and started filling their lives with 
all manner of idols, addictions, degradation – and then sent his own son to become a man, to die 
in their place, so that they might have eternal life. 
The Amazing God who raised from the dead.  Who is there every moment, of every day, waiting for 
us to spend time with him. 
 
Why would we not want to??? 
 



Matthew  6: - verse 21, well known verse. 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 
Where is your heart?   Where is your passion?  Where do you want to spend your time? 
This is what I believe God wants me to talk about today. 
 
** 
Have you ever been on one of those tours of a royal house or a celebrity home? 
 
Let me ask you a question. 
What do you think is the most visited house in the USA? 

1. The White House 
2. Graceland. 

Second most popular tour is the home of Elvis Presley.   
The Official Tour is billed as an Ultimate Rock and Roll Pilgrimage that showcases why Elvis is 
still the King.  You can see his mansions, 14 acre estate, his trophy building housing amazing 
collection of gold and platinum records.  He loved cars and you can check out his amazing 
collection of 39 cars including his pink Cadillac.   
You can step aboard two of his private jets, one of which has a 24 carat gold flecked sink.  And then 
you can end it all in the meditation garden where Elvis and members of his family have been laid to 
rest.   
A Tour of the Kings house 
 
We read earlier from 1 Kings chapter 10, where the Queen of Sheba came to take a tour of 
Solomans “Graceland”. 
 
Literally Graceland, because what we read, in 1 Kings chapter 10, is that it is a land, a house, a 
kingdom built on Gods grace. 
And 1 Kings 10 gives us a guided tour.  We get to see the kingdom through the eyes of the Queen of 
Sheba, like a virtual tour. 
 
So lets take this tour together. 
 
So firstly the Queen of Sheba, gets a guided tour that leaves her breathless.   
She’d heard these reports of a faraway land, reports too wonderful to be fully true surely.    
So she set off on this long journey to discover the truth for herself.  
 
What we’ve got to remember, this is very unusual for reigning Monarchs, to go on this kind of trip, 
personally.  They would usually send emerceries, or representatives to do the job for them.   
 
But this Queen travels more than a 1000 miles, across the desert, in order to see Soloman. And this 
wasn't by private jet, or air conditioned Lexus.  This would have been on camel or horse back.  A 
journey that could have taken around 3 months to make.  A long time to plan.  Many provisions, 
tents, servants, animals – a major undertaking.  Especially for a Queen. 
 
Something more than intrigue, drove her.  
 
She came with expensive items, and an enquiring intellect.  Verse 10 – she gave Soloman gifts of 
gold, spices and precious stones.   
But she’s not just laden down with gifts, she’s laden down with questions.   
God had graced Soloman, gifted Soloman, with unsurpassed wisdom, and she came, because she 
had heard about this.  And she wanted to see whether the reality matched up with the publicity.  



Look at verse 1 – it says she came to test Soloman with hard questions.  In verse 2 – she talked with 
him about all that was on her mind.  And in verse 4 it says, she saw all the wisdom of Soloman.  
And at the end of verse 5 – she was overwhelmed by all that she saw. 
 
That phrase over whelmed – it says literally – the breath had gone out of her.  She was breathless. 
 
We might say she was gobsmacked.  Stunned to silence.  Because of the wisdom displayed in 
Soloman. 
 
Read Verse 6-10 
.    
That’s quite a review for trip adisor eh?  
 
She says, its better than I heard.  The reports don’t match up to the reality.  She’s so jealous of these 
people that to get to hang around the king, and hear his wisdom daily.  And she even praises, his 
God.  Recognizing that he’d put him on the throne because of his eternal love for Israel. 
Basically in her summary, when she’s seen it all, her conclusion is ‘Wow, look what the Lord has 
done’.  Look what the Lords wisdom has built.   
 
Soloman is a type, a shadow of the greater King, that God will send.  And also in some measure the 
Queen of Sheba, is an example of what it means to relate to that King, and come to that King.  She 
demonstrates dedication, to hearing and trusting the King. 
 
I am sure as Queen of Sheba she had many delights in her own palace to amuse and pass the time.  
But she wanted to go and see King Soloman.  I am sure she could have summoned any kind of 
entertainment, demanded any kind of food, gone anywhere she wanted.  But she wanted to see the 
King. She wanted to ask questions, know more, spend time in his presence.  She was willing to 
travel 1000s miles, in terrible conditions, putting herself out – to do so. 
 
*** 
How many of you are committed to a TV series, where you watch every episode?   
If you miss an episode you make sure its recorded and you watch it at the first available 
opportunity? 
 
But how many of you if you miss a week at church, go online to listen to the sermon, because you 
are intrigued as to what happened, what you missed, what God had to say? 
 
What kind of passion do you have for the wisdom of Jesus? 
 
Some of us can’t even stay awake during the sermon! 
 
She travelled a 1000 miles across the desert, to hear the wisdom of Soloman, and there’s one greater 
than Soloman here. 
 
I find her actions a little bit embarrassing.  Maybe you do too. 
 
What passion do you have for the one greater than Soloman? 
 
Even at Jesus’ birth, men from the East travelled great distances to lay before his feet gold and 
frankincense.  Why? 
Because he’s the one greater than Soloman.   
The magi, the wise men, the shepherds, the Queen of Sheba – travelling from the ends of the earth 



to the wisdom of God in the flesh. 
 
Matthew 2 - Even at his birth Jesus is drawing people to him.   
The rich – the magi,  the poor – the shepherds.   
Jews – the shepherds, Gentiles – the Magi! 
 
He is a draw.  People want to spend time with him.   
 
Did you know that Jesus himself spoke about the Queen of Sheba?  Matthew chapter 12 – he was 
speaking about the unbelief of Israel, its people and its leadership. 
They’d asked Jesus, give us an indisputable sign that you are the Messiah as you claim to be. 
But he refused, and instead condemned them with these words: 
“The Queen of the South, will rise up at the judgement, with this generation and condemn it, for 
she came from the ends of the earth, to listen to Solomans wisdom, and now something greater 
than Soloman is here. 
** 
 
Where is YOUR heart? 
Where is YOUR passion? 
 
What would you do to spend time in the presence of the King of Kings? 
** 
My dad was an ardent supporter of Hull City Football Club when he was alive. 
He would be at every game, for 40 years – through thick and thin. 
He would wait eagerly for the Saturday Sports Mail to read about the game afterwards, listening to 
the pundits on the radio while he did so. 
 
When they finally made it through the leagues to qualify for the Premier League a year or so 
before he died, my dad was probably one of the only Hull City Fans who wasn't happy about it. 
Why? 
Because now they would be playing a good percentage of their games on a Sunday, and this meant 
he wouldn't be able to go and see them. 
 
Because that was the day he gave to his Amazing God. 
The God with whom he is now spending eternity.  Where 40 years of football matches are but the 
blink of an eye. 
** 
Where is YOUR heart? 
Where is YOUR passion? 
 
Are you listening to inappropriate pop or rock music, when you could be listening to praise and 
worship? 
Are you reading trashy novels when you could be reading your bible, or spiritual literature? 
Are you spending hours beautifying your outer body, when you could be cleansing your soul? 
Are you scrolling through social media, stimulating human emotions, when you could be actually 
talking to people about your Amazing God? 
 
Are you catching up with the latest TV series when you could be at the prayer meeting? 
 
Where is your heart? 



Where is your passion? 
 
At the start of this talk I mentioned what a busy world we live in. 
 
But what are we busy with?   
What are we focusing our heart on? 
 
Surely there are many things in our lives we can reduce or get rid of, before we reduce the amount 
of time we spend with our Amazing God?? 
 
Because why would we not want to?? 
 
 
Ephesians 5: 15-17 
Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of your time, 
because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
 
** 
 
We are here, in the presence of the Amazing King.   Why would we want to be anywhere else? 
 
AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Housegroup Notes – Time for Amazing – Sun 17th June 2018 

 

Reading: 1 Kings 10, 1-10 

There are many bible verses, sermons, dissertations, books and commentaries on the relevance of the 
Sabbath, whether it is old testament law, or a commandment, whether it should be a Saturday or 
Sunday.  The word Sabbath is used 172 times in the bible – 60 of those in the New Testament.  It is also 
one of the 10 Commandments. 

1.  What are your thoughts around taking a day of rest from every day work and activities to give to 
the Lord, feed your spirit, and rest your body? 

2. How do you feel about the worldly attitude to Sundays now being the same as any other day of 
the week? 

The Queen of Sheba went to major lengths to see Soloman with her own eyes, and to listen to his 
wisdom, question him at length and spend time in his presence. 

She was ‘breathless’ at what she saw and heard. 

3. How would you describe your hunger for the wisdom of God? 

4. How do you feel when you hear about, read about, think about our Amazing God, and his 
wisdom and wonder? 

5. What lengths are you will to go to in order to hear the wisdom of God found in the Bible? 

6. What lengths are you willing to go to share the wisdom of God found in Jesus Christ? 

7. Are there ‘passions’ in your life that you think take up more of your time than your faith? 

8. What things in your life take up time that could be better spent with God? 
 
 


