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‘ Breath of Life’ 

 
How easy do you find choosing right gift for someone? Are you 
always inspired & guided to exactly the right pressie for the right 
person, when it comes to birthdays, Christmas etc? Or is this just 
one more stressful activity that you could well do without! End up 
resorting to tokens, vouchers, or even – perish the thought ask 
‘Google’ to find it for you!  
 
Today Pentecost (Whit Sunday in old language!) – when global 
church celebrates God’s global gift – of the Holy Spirit. Yes- but 
what does THAT mean, exactly? 
 
What’s the first thing you think of when you hear the phrase 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit?’ Something – or rather some ONE a 
bit OTT – ‘we’re not that sort of church, thank you – try up the 
road, they’re into all that in a big way.’ 
 
But, of course, we know, don’t we, that Holy Spirit is not some 
kind of optional extra, when it comes to believing in & living out 
the Christian faith. Not like having air-conditioning, ABS, or alloy 
wheels on your next car. Holy Spirit comes, as it were, as 
standard on all models of the church – because He is God’s gift 
TO the church – celebrated on this special birthday, yes- but 
recognised & welcomed in all aspects of the church’s life together 
– including Wade St Church, Lichfield. 
 
So, if we ‘unwrap’ God’s gift of the Holy Spirit again this morning, 
what do we find? These few verses in John 20 tell us that risen 
Jesus offers 4 ‘dimensions’ to gift of the Holy Spirit – to his 
‘church’ gathered there in that locked room & to Wade St Church 
gathered together here for Pentecost 2018.  
 
1)PEACE. ‘Shalom’ It’s a very useful word in Israel, because 
Jews use it today both as a greeting & as a parting word too! 
‘Peace be with you’ is what risen Jesus says to his disciples 



 2
here –twice in fact within 3 verses. Jesus ‘shares the peace’ 
with his friends, his church -plus a 3rd time in v26 (+ Thomas). 
 
Today that phrase/invitation to ‘share the peace’ at Communion 
is enough to strike terror into the hearts of some English 
congregations! The very thought of having to touch someone 
else & shake hands, embrace or actually get up out of seat & 
greet others in congregation – well – that’s a ‘charismatic bridge’ 
too far for some! 
 
‘Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives’ – Jesus’ promise to his disciples back 
in John 14. Hopefully, our Minister, Ian, is enjoying some peace 
right now! I recall the blessings of my own sabbatical leaves - 
peace from preparation of services, from sermon prep & delivery, 
peace from meetings; peace from the telephone, emails & snail 
mails; peace from deadlines & agendas. Peace from the phone 
call that starts ‘I know it’s your day off, Pastor, but I thought you’d 
like to know…’ Some time before Ian’s sabbatical started, I asked 
what plans he had for it – ‘not sure yet, but not THIS!’ 
 
Peace, above all, from the ‘hardening of the “oughteries” as one 
fellow minister & counsellor once put it. Ever suffer from them? 
Of course you do – ‘I ought to do this/that, see this/that person, 
do this/that piece of work’ etc. etc. 
 
Yes- we all need peace & quiet in our lives, not least in our 
crowded, cramped Christian lives at times, when we’d give 
anything to hear that still, small voice above the decibels of daily 
living! ‘Sabbatical leave’ is a privilege not granted to all, I 
recognise that this morning. Congregation could be forgiven for 
thinking ‘it’s all right for some, I think I’ll become a minister.’ To 
which I could only reply with same advice given to me by MY 
minister at 1st sense of call, all those years ago: ‘Don’t go into 
ministry unless you have to’! 
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But when Jesus says ‘peace be with you’; he means more 
than just a bit of R & R on a moorland in the middle of 
Northumbria or a mountain top on Isle of Arran (summer 2004). 
 
‘He himself is our peace…Ephesians 2 Peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Romans 5 - now THAT’S 
peace as NT means it.  
 
‘Peace be with you’ says Jesus – there in the midst of that 
locked room of still fearful, and as yet, disbelieving disciples. 
‘Peace be with you’ & it must have sounded like they’d never 
heard that greeting ever before. Jesus shows himself to them, 
shows them his pierced hands & side – ‘the scars that speak of 
sacrifice’ as Kendrick puts it in his song. But scars that also 
speak of the second dimension of his gift to them –  
 
2)HIS PARDON. This is Jesus – no doubt about that & this is the 
risen Jesus from death, in his risen body & able to appear to 
them in midst of that locked room. Yet it is a body that still bears 
the marks of his crucifixion. 
 
Even in the glory of heaven Jesus is described by John in his 
vision – his ‘revelation’ as ‘the lamb who was slain.’ Through 
the cross we have ‘peace with God’ (Romans 5). ‘How can I be 
free from sin? Lead me to the cross of Jesus? From the guilt, the 
power, the pain, lead me to the cross of Jesus?’ A Kendrick song 
again – goes on ‘How can I know peace within? Lead me to the 
cross of Jesus. Flowing from above, all forgiving love from the 
Father’s heart to me.’  
 
‘He himself is our peace…for through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit.’ Ephesians 2 vv14 & 18.  
 
And suddenly the amazing truth of all that came crashing into 
that locked room for those first disciples, as recorded by John 
here. The gift of God’s pardon through Jesus in power of Holy 
Spirit is one that each one of us needs.  
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WE need it for ourselves – to acknowledge it & receive it as a 
pure act of grace by God to us who don’t deserve it. And we also 
need to offer this gift of God’s pardon to others. For without it, we 
remain locked into our own ‘rooms’ of bitterness & hardness of 
heart – which become a barrier to all that God wants to give & 
work through us. 
 
PEACE > PARDON > 3)PURPOSE – John 20v21 ‘As the 
Father has sent me, so I am sending you.’ No more skulking 
behind locked doors for these disciples from now on. From 
Pentecost onwards, disciples become apostles – the ‘sent out 
ones’.  
 
Here Jesus commissions his church - his small gathered 
community of faith in that room. All four gospels, together with 
the start of book of Acts record Jesus’ charge to his church to ‘go’ 
in his name.  ‘You are witnesses of these things’ Luke 24v48. 
‘Go into all the world & preach the good news to all creation’ 
Mark 16v15. ‘Go and make disciples of all nations’ Matt.28 
v19.  
 
Whenever the culture of 21st century thinks of church, if it thinks 
of it at all, it may see us as either a marginalised, once a week 
club for ‘weak’ people. Or as an outmoded & irrelevant institution 
that has been overtaken by a postmodern & popular porridge of 
all things spiritual or secular. Church is perceived to be an 
organisation concerned with – in words of ‘stand up’ comedian 
Mark Steel – ‘bringing an unwanted tin of apricots to the harvest 
festival’. 
 
Whatever the ‘world’ thinks of us, we dare not lose sight of this 
commission & these words – ‘as the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you…’ From Laodicea to Lichfield, the people of God 
have always been called to be a ‘people with a purpose’- those 
who are called to be God’s faithful agents at work in the world.  
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And so everything that we do at Wade St is called to be a part of 
that – from preaching to pastoring – from socials to Saturday 
morning coffee mornings & everything in between & beyond– 
ALL of it is a part of John 20v21. 
 
PEACE > PARDON >PURPOSE > 4)POWER. 
 
It’s a wonderfully personal moment here at v22 – a kind of 
‘private’ prelude to Pentecost, ahead of the much more public & 
spectacular one recorded in Acts 2. Greek actually translates 
here as ‘Receive Holy Spirit’ not ‘THE H/S’. William Temple – 
60 years old commentary, but still worth any preacher dipping 
into whenever called upon to preach from John’s Gospel. ‘What 
is bestowed is not the Divine Person Himself, but the power & 
energy of which he is the source.’ 
 
In Genesis 2v7 God breathes life into the 1st Adam – now here 
the ‘second Adam’ breathes his life into his embryonic church. 
Jesus breathes new life into his new humanity – those who will 
become his kingdom in the world – with the power to forgive & 
withhold forgiveness of sins. 
 
And this is something not confined to a special priestly caste – 
but rather is the forgiveness that accompanies the preaching of 
the gospel of Christ. When people hear this gospel & believe it, 
they are forgiven (Acts 2v38, 16v31 e.g.) Where the gospel is 
rejected, so forgiveness is withheld.  
 
Paul to church at Corinth: ‘kingdom of God is not a matter of 
talk but of power.’ 
 
God forgive us, when we dilute or even deny this Holy Spirit 
power in our church life – and it does happen. When our worship 
becomes stale or routine. When WE turn up on Sundays, but 
don’t really expect that God will - let alone the Holy Spirit.  
When we become passengers, rather than partners in the 
mission of Christ. When we reduce the gospel down to how much 
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of the sermon we agree with, or how many songs or hymns we 
liked - or can remember half an hour later. When we think that 
‘mission’ is something other people do – the minister, the Elders, 
anyone but me.  
 
When we reduce ‘power’ to something that we enjoy wielding in 
the church, rather than letting power of Spirit possess, guide & 
empower us. When we turn our Christianity into a privatised, 
cosy club for like-minded people. All of these and more are ways 
in which 21st century UK Church can distort or drain away the 
POWER of Holy Spirit from its daily living, working & witnessing. 
 
Today at Pentecost is as good a day as any to, as it were, 
‘reclaim’ God’s gift of power for us – individually & as God’s 
gathered community of faith in the heart of this city. 
 
Today at Pentecost we call upon & claim the Holy Spirit’s 
presence over Wade St while Ian is away & beyond. John 
Taylor’s book ‘The Go Between God – The Holy Spirit & Christian 
Mission’ – another book I come back to each time called upon to 
preach on H/S. 
 
‘Our theology would improve if we thought more of the 
church being given to the Spirit than of the Spirit being 
given to the church…The gift of the Holy Spirit in the 
fellowship of the church first enables Christians to BE, and 
only as a consequence of that, sends them to DO & to 
SPEAK.’ 
 
So I pray his PEACE > PARDON >PURPOSE > POWER… to be 
upon us all – in all that we seek to BE & DO in his name. In > our 
meetings > prayer times > pastoring > worshipping > preaching & 
hearing word of God. 
So in all of this, ‘may the God of hope fill you with all joy & 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit ‘– Amen. 
 


