
Wade Street Church 29 April 2018    The True Vine  John 15:1-8 

In Hampton Court Palace, there is a grapevine which was planted in 1768 by 
Capability Brown. It is 13 feet around the base, & the longest branch is 120 
feet long. It produces on average 600 lbs of grapes each year. The branches 
bear delicious fruit because connected to the vine. Life flows from a single 
root bringing nourishment & strength to all the branches. 
 
Jesus promises to do the same for us. He is the “true vine” bringing life to 
each of the branches. The purpose of the vine is to bring nourishment to the   
branches in order that they might produce fruit. When separated from the 
vine the branches wither and die. The vitality of our spiritual life is 
dependent upon our connection to Christ the “true vine.” 
 
The Unity of the Vine v4 
To abide in Jesus means to remain in the presence of Jesus throughout the 
day.  
 
The problem is we forget that we are in the presence of Jesus every minute, 
and we forget to acknowledge his presence throughout the day.  
 
Often we begin our days in a mad rush and move forward at breakneck speed, 
dealing with problems & challenges that drain us of peace and joy, until 
finally we collapse in exhaustion at the end of the day. Do, do, do and we 
forget to be. 
 
Jesus is saying we don’t have to live that way.  
We can experience an abundance of life and a fullness of joy, if we learn to 
remain in him. 
 
Celtic Christianity has experienced a resurgence of popularity in recent years 
and many have discovered their lifestyles were in many ways similar to ours, 
and yet, they learned to incorporate Christ into their daily lives.  

 Celtic communities were primarily agricultural, and they all worked 
from sunrise to sunset: Little free time.  

 They constantly faced the stress of dealing with the harsh weather, of 
living in a society that wasn’t predominantly Christian.  

 Life was hard but the writings reveal people who had found the joy of 
abiding in Christ.  

 
Every activity throughout the day included the presence of God. 
 
People wash their face first thing in the morning, but the Celts made a 
religious ceremony of it.  
They would splash their face with water three times and pray  
The palmful of the God of Life, 
The palmful of the Christ of Love, 



The palmful of the Spirit of Peace, 
Triune Of grace. 
As they got dressed they prayed:  
…With the aiding of Thine own mercy, even as I clothe my body with wool, 
cover Thou my soul with the shadow of Thy wing… 
 
Their lives were hectic & busy, but throughout the day, each event became an 
opportunity for prayer. 
 
As they kindled the fire, as they made the bed, as the baked bread or 
scattered seed, everything was offered in the name of God. 
 
Alistair MacLean recorded this prayer in Hebridean Altars for days when our 
work load seems overwhelming or dull. 
Even though the day be laden 
and my task dreary and my strength small, 
a song keeps singing in my heart. 
For I know that I am Thine.  I am part of Thee. 
Thou art kin to me, and all my times are in Thy hand. 
 
Imagine how much different our lives could become if we included Christ in 
every activity of the day. (remaining in Christ) 
 
Every event in our lives would become sacred, or holy. They can become 
sacred events when you do them in the presence of Christ. 
 
Throughout the day pray, bring God into your activities, review Scripture 
verses, sing hymns.  
 
Jesus said, “Remain in me and I will remain in you.”  
He is saying, “Include me in the details of your day, and I will fill your life 
with my presence.”  
 
The Vine is Grown for Fruit  
Remaining in Christ means we produce fruit 
 This is why we were grafted into Jesus. 
 
If we are united with Christ, there will be evidence that Christ is in us. We 
cannot fake it 
 
Which fruit are you producing?  Gal 5:22 
“…The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”    

The Vine is Tended  & Trained v2 
“Every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful...” 



 
Shoots are not left to grow how they want to. When the Father prunes us, it is 
for our good. It is costly. Formation means transformation: from what we are 
to what we are becoming… 
 
We often regard suffering as punishment. It is not. It is cutting away our self-
life, so that the life of Jesus may shine through: to make us bear fruit. 
 
It may seem cruel and a waste to see so many branches cut back, but it is so 
there will be more fruit next year. The pruning, healing process is never 
entrusted to anyone else. Maybe God is teaching us through that tough 
situation or job? It gives us the opportunity to bear fruit e.g. patience, 
kindness etc. 
 
We can say, “No” to God pruning us – but we will be the loser. Life is a 
process of pruning in which we learn to separate the good from the bad in our 
lives, and the good from the best. We want success, but we also learn through 
our failures. 
 
As we get busier & busier, & our plates become more & more full, we have to 
determine which things are worth our time and which aren’t. The process 
isn’t always easy.  
John Fletcher was Vicar of Madeley in the 18 century. (Good friends with 
John Wesley) They were puzzled when he declined the offer of becoming 
Bishop of Rochester. Thinking he had he sights on greater preferment they 
asked him whether there was anything more that he wanted. His answer: “I 
want more grace.” 
 
Conclusion: You want to be fruitful – (1) remain in Christ and (2) let God 
prune you.  


