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‘It is the Lord’ Lakeside Sermon 

 
Image from dawn over the Sea of Galilee – from hotel window. 
Another (unrecorded) moment – standing alone after breakfast – 
about to depart Galilee for Jericho. Beauty – peace & for me at THAT 
precise moment – a palpable sense of the presence of the Lord on the 
lake shore. 
 
This morning we look at one of the Gospel accounts of an encounter 
with the post resurrection Jesus – by the Lakeside here in John 21. 
 
1)The RISEN LORD who is PRESENT:  
 
QUOTE from a contemporary & controversial Catholic theologian Hans 
Kung: ‘The Christian faith does not call us to an empty tomb – but to 
encounter the living Christ himself.’ And it was another (equally 
controversial at the time) theologian & former Bishop of Durham, 
David Jenkins who stated that our Easter faith is founded on 
resurrection appearances of Jesus – not the empty tomb. ‘MORE THAN 
a conjuring trick with bones…’  
 
Neither the Gospels nor apostle Paul dwell on the actual resurrection – 
but on risen Christ. There were no CCTV cameras outside the tomb 
that first Easter – the place of death & decay which became the place 
of new life & new hope for all humankind.  
And so, as a group of local Christians, we meet together on this second 
Sunday after Easter, as those who have had an encounter with the 
risen Lord. Or maybe, some are here as those who seek him as risen 
Lord – real, reigning & relevant for our 21st century lives. 
 
And maybe for some here that encounter may have been a truly latter 
day ‘Damascus Road’ experience. But for others, it may have been a 
more gradual dawning over an early morning ’breakfast on the beach’ 
experience. 
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And for yet others, this encounter with the risen Jesus will have been 
one of continuous company along the pilgrim way – for as long as you 
can remember. 
 
2)The RISEN LORD who is PERSONAL –  
 
The encounter is real enough for those who had gone fishing in John 
21- his ‘postscript’ to his Gospel. Reasons for this ‘second ending’ are 
thought to be several. Suffice to say here that John 21 centres around 
a Resurrection appearance by Jesus, to those who had been closest to 
him & it records its effect on them. 
 
Note the sense of frustration & lack of purpose at start of the chapter 
‘I’m off to do some fishing’. But that sense of ‘drift’ is transformed into 
joy & a renewed sense of call & commitment by the end. 
 
Easter Bank Holiday morning – almost an anti climax - I’d ‘done’ Easter 
– now what?! ‘Christ is risen’ – now what for his followers here in John 
21? And as we are faced with the reality of the resurrection- so we are 
called to make our response to it. ‘It is the Lord’ is the reaction of the 
disciple who sees beyond the physical manifestation of the catch of 
fish to the presence & activity of the Lord of life. 
 
So it is with us – we first need to accept the reality of the resurrection 
into our lives by faith & then be ever open to other moments when the 
risen Lord can & does break in. 
 
For the significance of the resurrection is both PERSONAL & COSMIC. It 
is personal in that, just as the appearance of their risen Lord 
transformed the disciples’ fear & despair into joy & hope – and an 
apparently aimless existence was given new hope & purpose - so their 
experience of the resurrection of Jesus brought about seemingly 
impossible changes in Peter & John & the rest. 
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If we turn the page of John 21, so we come to the Acts of the Apostles 
– record of the Early Church & countless more transformed lives via an 
encounter with the risen Jesus. More on that at Pentecost when I’m 
‘on’ again next month! 
 
This shoreline as described here in John 21 was the time & place for 
those disciples. Many here this morning could, no doubt, cite your own 
time & place when YOU said & knew that ‘It is the Lord!’ That point in 
your life when the Jesus of history & Sunday School poster became a 
living & loving risen presence in your own life. 
 
To stand in the early morning light on that same shoreline today of 
that unchanged lakeside location in Galilee, was, for me back then, to 
sense his risen presence again in deeply personal, powerful & moving 
way. 
 
But not possible for ALL to do that – nor indeed necessary: ‘I want to 
know Christ & the power of his resurrection…not that I have already 
obtained all this… 
 
I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenwards in Christ Jesus – Paul to Philippians. 
 
 
London MARATHON – dream! – now a sort of ‘reality’ via 10k & 
occasional Great Midlands Fun Run & half marathon in retirement + 
now ‘Cathedral to Castle’ run last Sunday! ‘Pressing on towards the 
goal’ = Tamworth Castle! 
 
Most Christians are not generally granted to live with everyday 
encounters with the living Christ. Yet there is no moment when the 
risen Christ may not enter – here in context of worship > prayer > a 
visit > conversation > in serving his Church – moment of recognition 
when we too say: ‘it is the Lord!’ 
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A PERSONAL ENCOUNTER then (number of modern worship songs 
that start with ‘I’ – 141 in latest MP book cf. 40 for ‘God’, 21 for 
‘Father’ & 74 for ‘Jesus’). But, as we consider John 21 this morning, 
there is another dimension to the resurrection of Jesus that (dare one 
say?) can be neglected in our too individualistic 21st century view. 
 
The RISEN LORD who is COSMIC –  
 
The redemptive transfiguration of the body of Christ in the 
resurrection serves as a sacrament of hope for the redemption of the 
whole of creation. It stands as a sacramental pledge of the 
restoration of man’s disordered relationship to his material 
environment…a sacramental sign of the universal, cosmic scope of 
God’s redemptive grace in Christ. ‘Resurrection, Empty Tomb and 
Easter Faith’ – Rev. David Walker. 
 
US writer Norman Mailer – reference to those three metal stubs that 
was all that remained of WTC after 11/9 attacks said: ‘They should 
leave it there as a sign of hope’  
 
They didn’t, of course – but in the continuing aftermath of all that & 
with the threat of terror on all sides, so our world still needs some kind 
of cosmic, sacramental sign of hope today more than ever. 
 
And coming back to our own ‘post Easter’ lives in good old Staffs, so 
we look to the risen Jesus for our own sacraments of hope – for the 
whole of creation, certainly, but also as part of our own individual lives 
too.  
 
And that may all sound too flowery & pious and completely at odds 
with the reality of your own day to day living right now.  
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But this lakeside encounter, notice, occurs right in the midst of the 
humdrum & the routine. The ‘Oh, what’s the point – I’m going 
fishing…’ exasperation… 
 
All Christians are called to live out their faith & discipleship in a world 
that seems at times far removed from the shores of Sea of Galilee. But 
it is the same world where Word became flesh, the same world that 
seeks to prise Word from flesh, the same world that goes on crucifying 
that flesh again & again & again. 
 
The RISEN LORD who is CENTRAL – 
 
It was the late Archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey who once 
said: ‘No Resurrection, no Christianity!’ And in that great chapter 15 of 
1 Cor. Paul begins it with a CREED. ‘For what I received, I also passed 
on to you as of first importance vv3-5 QUOTE. Very early piece of NT 
Scripture (c55AD within 20 years of event itself). 
 
Resurrection then is central to our faith & our Creed central to our 
hope in Christ. ‘If only for this life we have hope in Christ…BUT Christ 
has indeed been raised from the dead…’  
 
Never more powerfully expressed than when used at heart of Christian 
funeral service for a committed, Christian believer who has ‘died to 
this life’.  
 
So, we meet here this morning between the Promise & the Fulfilment 
of that Resurrection. But we do so, not in some dreamy, misty-eyed 
state of waiting around for the ultimate resurrection, For this risen 
Lord is also, finally, one who is – 
 
The RISEN LORD who is CALLING – this ‘close encounter of the 
resurrection kind’ also provides an agenda for the future church. 
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That miraculous & rather precise catch of 153 fish can be seen as an 
acted parable of the spread of the Gospel. 
 
‘Feed my lambs > take care of my sheep > feed my sheep’. That was 
the charge to Peter from his risen Lord. So, what is OURS? Well – 
surprise, surprise – it’s still the same – ‘Matthew 28v16’ & John 21 
charge to the Church NOW as it was THEN.  
 
On it goes – the preaching & the pastoring – the caring & feeding of 
the sheep. And the ‘Sowing, Reaping & Keeping’ of the Outreach & 
mission of the Gospel of the Resurrected Jesus. 
 
He – who is PRESENT > PERSONAL > COSMIC > CENTRAL & CALLING – 
US – ALL of us - to recognise & to respond with the same words spoken 
by a surprised disciple on an early morning lakeshore – ‘It is the LORD!’ 


