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“WHEN GOD COMES DOWN” 

Isaiah 64:1-12 
 
I wonder how often it is that we hear others complaining – or, indeed, complain ourselves – about just 

what a state our society is in.  People always seem to be moaning about the ways in which the world 

around us appears to be going downhill: look at the rates of crime soaring, look at the way in which no-

one has any respect any more, look at the selfishness that there is in every section of society.  And it’s not 

long before that’s linked to lowchurch attendance, no assemblies in schools, new words to the Lord’s 

Prayer, no afternoon Sunday School, and any number of other religious shortcomings. 

 

People then start to look back at times when God seemed to be more active, when his power was perhaps 

more obvious in people’s lives.  And we read about revivals and spiritual awakenings and think how great 

it must have been then.  We pray for things to happen and we might even mention revival in our prayers 

as something God might like to do again.  Why won’t God do something among us?  Why does he let all 

this happen around us as society seems to be going to the dogs?  When will we see revival again? 

 

It’s not a new trend.  People were saying such things when I was a child – and when many of you were 

children.  You’d hear it at Spring Harvest last century.  Spurgeon was saying it in the nineteenth century, 

Wesley in the century before that, the saints of God down through the ages have asked such questions.  

Isaiah was saying it long before the birth of Jesus Christ.  We have just read from Isaiah 64 and if we’d 

started in the previous chapter we’d have seen Isaiah indulging in the same kind of spiritual nostalgia that 

I have just been describing.  In 63:7-9 he recalls the way in which God was once so active amongst his 

people, he tells of the Lord’s kindness, he rejoices in the closeness that they felt – the words with which 

we opened our worship this morning.  Then he begins to bemoan their moving away from God (63:10) 

and ends up in 63:15 crying out in frustration, “Why aren’t you doing anything, God?” –  

“Look down from heaven and see, 
    from your lofty throne, holy and glorious. 

Where are your zeal and your might? 
    Your tenderness and compassion are withheld from us.” 

 

It seems to the prophet that God is being inactive, he has lost his desire to do anything, he will not 

intervene any more.  And chapter 64 begins with an impassioned cry to God to come down and make his 

presence felt once more.  The chapter begins with that mighty, “Oh ..”  There is real emotion in that 

word, real passion.  It is said that Martin Lloyd-Jones once preached an entire sermon (and his sermons 

were not short!) on that one word.  The prophet wants God to make his presence felt, he is desperate to 

see God at work again in his day, in his world.  “Oh God, come down!  Break through the heavens and 

burst into our world.  Show them who’s boss.  Oh God, do something!” 

 



And the first question which we need to ask ourselves when we come to a passage like this is Do we pray 

with passion for God to reveal himself?  When we start to pray that God will come down and get 

involved in our world, when we ask him to show his power, when we want to see people acknowledging 

him, is there any real fire in our prayers?  Is there ever a cry of “Oh ...!” at the beginning of our prayers?  

Are we ever so desperate for God to act that there is real passion in what we say?  Let’s be honest – the 

answer is usually No.  It’s one thing to bemoan the state of the world: it’s another thing entirely to believe 

that God will really do anything about it.  Maybe we need a bit more passion in what we pray. 

 

But the second question we need to ask ourselves is Are we prepared for what might happen if we did 

pray like that?  The first part of chapter 64 describes what might come about if God did “rend the 

heavens and come down.”  It tells us what the consequences might be if we really believed that God 

could act.  (Because, of course, we don’t really believe that he could, do we?  Not clever, scientific people 

like us.  God’s set the world up and retreated to a safe distance to watch what goes on.  Interfering in it 

would upset the balance of things, wouldn’t it?)  Isaiah hadn’t had the advantage of an education, you see.  

So he was still able to believe that God could do things – and would do things in response to the cries of 

his people.  He longed for God to get involved – we tend to be rather wary of anything that smacks of 

God’s involvement and find all kinds of ways to explain it away, usually by literally and metaphorically 

demonising anything or anyone that appears to suggest God’s supernatural activity in our world.  But 

what does happen?  Let’s have a look. 

 

 

1. GOD SHAKES THINGS UP  (vv1b,2) 

 

Isaiah sees that if God comes down, things are going to start to happen.  Creation itself will be affected as 

the “mountains tremble”.  There will be signs that God is at work and it will be obvious even to his 

enemies that this is the activity of the Almighty.  The nations, the people of the world will quake before 

him.  The comfort and calm of men and women will be shattered by the appearance of God as he “sets his 

Holy Spirit among them” (63:11).  God will upset the status quo. 

 

Now, if there is one thing that we don’t like as good, sensible twenty-first-century Christians, it is people 

coming along and upsetting the status quo.  We prefer things to happen as they always happen so that we 

can make our plans without any anxiety, so that we don’t find ourselves doing things that might upset or 

embarrass us, so that we feel comfortable in our traditions and routines.  Of course, there are all kinds of 

very good reasons for that, aren’t there?  If something has been happening for fifty years it must have 

something going for it.  Many people look for their security in a very insecure world in the unchanging 

nature of the church.  We like to know what’s going to happen so that we can feel comfortable bringing 



our friends and neighbours to church.  Everyone knows where they are – who’s on their side and who’s 

not.  Of course the status quo has its advantages. 

 

But when God comes down, that gets messed up a bit.  God prompts people to do things that aren’t quite 

what we expect.  New opportunities come along that we hadn’t quite bargained for and if we want to take 

those opportunities, then we have to change our ideas a bit.  Some of us begin to quake because we hadn’t 

expected that God would make any demands of us.  But if we want God to come down and make a 

difference, he’s going to need to make a difference in our lives as well – and that will almost certainly 

mean that we get “all shook up”. 

 

 

2. GOD DOES AWESOME AND UNEXPECTED THINGS  (v3) 

 

The prophet goes on to describe the activity of God when he comes down as awesome and unexpected.  

God doesn’t see any point tinkering about around the edges – he comes blasting in and acts in a way that 

inspires awe, reverence and fear.  It’s not what we expect.  It’s not what we’d bargained for.  It’s not 

simply a case of upsetting the status quo, it’s a case of turning the place upside down.  When God works 

in this way people stand back and gasp in amazement, rather than trying to explain it all away and 

pointing the finger at people who get caught up in it. 

 

You know, I think I would love to see God do something really awesome.  I have got used to a God who 

does everything according to the constitution!  I believe he can – that’s part of any statement of faith that 

I’ve subscribed to – but I don’t expect him to.  And I reckon that’s probably true of most of us here.  We 

like a tame God, a God we can take out and put away at leisure, a God who behaves according to the 

parameters we have set for him.  Of course we do: it’s so much easier to cope with.  After all, if you 

worship a God who behaves in unexpected ways you can never really settle down into a routine (or, as it 

is so often abbreviated, “rut”). 

 

Isaiah looked at things a bit differently.  He wanted God to come down and shake them all up, to change 

things around a bit, to give them all a shock, to leave people open mouthed and gasping, “That was God – 

no mistake about that!”  But, you see, Isaiah had experienced God like that himself in that awesome 

vision which he recounts in Isaiah 6.  He didn’t know exactly how God would come down, but he jolly 

well knew it was worth it, whatever he did.  What about you?  If the God you serve and to whom you 

pray is a God whom you expect to work in certain ways – indeed, you don’t believe it’s him if he works 

in ways outside what you have defined for him – then you are worshipping an idol, a god whom you have 



created in the image of what you are comfortable with.  If we cry out to God to “come down” and make a 

difference, then we need to be ready for some surprises and some pretty awesome happenings. 

 

 

3. GOD IS UNIQUE  (v4) 

 

And that makes our God a bit special; in fact, it means he’s unique.  Since the very beginning of time, no-

one has ever seen another god who really acts like this.  He is a one-off.  Yes, the powers of evil may try 

and counterfeit his activity, but there is no mistaking the One True God when he comes down in power 

and might.  Why worship a god who is just the same as any other?  Why worship an off-the-peg deity 

who doesn’t really seem to do or to anything different from any other God?  There is something very 

special about the God of Isaiah. 

 

He is a God who loves, who cares, who suffers.  He is a God who wants to make a positive difference.  

He is a God who gives humankind the pattern to copy, rather than aping the behaviour of humankind as 

so many of the other gods do (Greek, Roman, Babylonian).  They were gods who, when they came down, 

came down to chase women, to settle old scores, to get drunk, to demand sacrifice, to fight – to do all 

those things which human beings do.  But Isaiah’s God comes down to act on behalf of his people – to 

stir them up maybe, but to do the best for them.  Supremely, he came down in the person of Jesus, which 

really shook things up and meant that the world has never been the same since.  And that is what the 

prophet says in the first part of v5, the turning point of this chapter. 

 

 

4. GOD ACTS TO HELP THOSE WHO FOLLOW HIM  (v5a) 

 

Yes, God acts in awesome and unexpected – and sometimes rather frightening – ways.  But he does so for 

the benefit of his people.  Those who follow him have no need to be afraid.  God “comes to the help of 

those who gladly do right, who remember his ways.”  When God through his Holy Spirit does things 

which surprise us, the people who get upset and who are the most fearful are those who are worshipping 

the idols, the gods they have created in their own image.  Those who believe in a God of divine activity, 

who pray with passion for him to act although he may disturb their peace and comfort, will find no reason 

to be afraid. 

 

As you look at the activity of God down through the centuries, you will see that those who have been 

open to the power and awesome majesty of God are the ones who have prospered.  Those who have tried 



to cling on to the status quo, who have dictated to God how and when and in what circumstances he can 

work, have always found things much more difficult. 

 

The God of Isaiah, the God whom we say we worship, is a God of awesome and unexpected activity.  

When we pray for him to “come down” we must expect the unexpected.  If we want the world around us 

to be changed by the activity of the “God who comes down”, then we need to be prepared for him to 

change us too.  Maybe we’ll look at that another time as we don’t really have much time left this morning 

– but you could always re-read the second party of this chapter when you get home and see if God speaks 

to you through it. 

 

Until then, may we all feel that we can pray with passion, “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come 

down,” and actually look forward to God doing something among us that will really fire us up for his 

work in this coming year. 

 

  



“WHEN GOD COMES DOWN” 
Isaiah 64:1-12 

 
In Isaiah 63:7-9 the prophet recalls the way in which God was once so active amongst his people, he 
tells of the Lord’s kindness, he rejoices in the closeness that they felt.  Then he begins to bemoan their 
moving away from God (63:10) and ends up in 63:15 crying out in frustration.  Chapter 64 begins with 
an impassioned cry to God to come down and make his presence felt once more.  The chapter begins 
with that mighty, “Oh ..”  There is real emotion in that word, real passion.  So the first question which 
we need to ask ourselves when we come to a passage like this is Do we pray with passion for God 
to reveal himself?   
 
But the second question we need to ask ourselves is Are we prepared for what might happen if we 
did pray like that?  The first part of chapter 64 describes what might come about if God did “rend the 
heavens and come down.”  It tells us what the consequences might be if we really believed that God 
could act. 
 
1. GOD SHAKES THINGS UP  (vv1b,2) 
Isaiah sees that if God comes down, things are going to start to happen.  Creation itself will be affected 
as the “mountains tremble”.  There will be signs that God is at work and it will be obvious even to his 
enemies that this is the activity of the Almighty.  The nations, the people of the world will quake before 
him.  The comfort and calm of men and women will be shattered by the appearance of God as he “sets 
his Holy Spirit among them” (63:11).  God will upset the status quo. 
 
2. GOD DOES AWESOME AND UNEXPECTED THINGS  (v3) 
The prophet goes on to describe the activity of God when he comes down as awesome and unexpected.  
God doesn’t see any point tinkering about around the edges – he comes blasting in and acts in a way 
that inspires awe, reverence and fear.  It’s not what we expect.  It’s not what we’d bargained for.  It’s 
not simply a case of upsetting the status quo, it’s a case of turning the place upside down.   
 
3. GOD IS UNIQUE  (v4) 
And that makes our God a bit special; in fact, it means he’s unique.  Since the very beginning of time, 
no-one has ever seen another god who really acts like this.  There is something very special about the 
God of Isaiah. 
 
4. GOD ACTS TO HELP THOSE WHO FOLLOW HIM  (v5a) 
Yes, God acts in awesome and unexpected – and sometimes rather frightening – ways.  But he does so 
for the benefit of his people.  Those who follow him have no need to be afraid.  God “comes to the help 
of those who gladly do right, who remember his ways.”  When God through his Holy Spirit does things 
which surprise us, the people who get upset and who are the most fearful are those who are 
worshipping the idols, the gods they have created in their own image. 
 

Questions for discussion 
 

1) Do you think we (you?) pray with real passion?  If not, why not?  What difference might it make to 
our praying if we did? 

 
2) Do you think we (you?) expect God to answer (y)our prayers?  If not, why not?  What difference 

might it make to our praying if we did? 
 
3) Share any occasions when you have seen God do amazing and awesome things.  How did you feel 

about it?  (If no-one in the group has seen such things, why do you think that is?) 
 
4) Does our way of explaining the world (our scientific education and rational approach to life) affect 

the way we expect God to act?  Is that a good thing or not? 
 
5) How can we “expect the unexpected”? 



 
 
 


