
Wade Street Church  31.12.17 am 

“ANNA’S STORY” 
Luke 2:21-40 

 

In recent weeks, I’ve been up to the Cathedral for several services, and I often pop in there at other times, 

too – either for a bit of quiet reflection (though now we’ve got the Prayer Room here I can use that) or to 

show a visitor round.  There are nearly always a lot of people in there: worshippers, tourists, school 

parties, the people who work in the shop, the welcomers in their blue gowns, the Guild of Stewards (kind 

of ecclesiastical traffic wardens), and even some clergymen at times.  And, of course, there are the three 

men and one woman who wear either grey work coats, or, sometimes, black cassocks. 

  

They are Chris Craddock and the vergers (an early new wave band), and their job is to keep the Cathedral 

clean and tidy, to put out all the chairs and things, to make sure that the whole place runs smoothly.  It 

seems as if they are there all the time because whenever you go in, they are there.  (They do actually have 

homes, and when the Cathedral's shut they go back to their spouses.)  But just imagine always being there 

– living your life in a church.  In the reading we had a few minutes ago, we heard about someone who 

lived in the Temple. 

  

We often concentrate on Simeon, the elderly saint who spent a lot of time in the Temple and whose song 

on seeing the infant Jesus is still part of the liturgy of the Church – the Nunc Dimittis, which is used at 

Evensong two millennia after it was first uttered.  But there was also a very elderly woman called Anna.  

She was not someone who did the cleaning and putting out the chairs, but a “prophetess”.  Luke tells us 

that she never left the Temple, even though she was an old woman.  There’s some dispute over her age, as 

there often is with women (although when they get to a certain age – usually over 80 – they tell you how 

old they are at every possible opportunity).  Either she was 84 years old, or possibly she had been a 

widow 84 years (which would probably make her around 98-100 years old).  Anyway, Luke tells us that 

she “worshipped night and day, fasting and praying”. 

 

And one day, while she was worshipping in the Temple she met these two people with a baby.  Mary and 

Joseph had come to the Temple to get Mary “purified” (v22).  After childbirth, a woman had to wait forty 

days before she could go to the Temple and offer a sacrifice for her purification.  And the baby, Jesus, 

was the first son they’d had, so he had to be dedicated to God by means of another sacrifice.  Now, 

because Anna was a prophetess and so close to God, she knew immediately what the significance of Jesus 

was.  She knew he was special, and she knew he was someone whom God had sent to earth. 

 

But what we’re going to reflect on briefly this morning is Anna’s response to meeting Jesus.  She did 

three things – and at the end of another year, they are three things that we would do well to remember, 

and to copy.  They are mentioned in v38. 



1.  SHE THANKED GOD 

 

Anna was delighted that she was able to see Jesus.  Old ladies are always delighted to see little babies, 

aren't they?  But this was special – it was a special baby, and Anna had been looking out for him.  Like 

Simeon, she knew that God had promised to send a Saviour into the world and so when she saw him she 

knew that God had kept his promise.  God always keeps his promises, doesn't he? 

 

As we look back over the past year – as we have already done this morning – we can see ways in which 

God has been at work in our lives, promises that he has kept.  And we should thank God for that.  Anna 

didn't complain to God – “Why have you waited so long?” or “I was expecting something a bit more 

spectacular that this” – she praised God for his goodness in sending Jesus.  Although there are, no doubt, 

things about the past year that we wish hadn’t happened or that we wish had happened differently, things 

we regret and things we have been frustrated by, I hope that we are all prepared to thank God for his 

goodness – not only in sending Jesus, but in all the other things which he does for us.  For some of us the 

very fact that we are still here is cause for thanksgiving, but there are always other good things we can 

identify and thank God for. 

 

This is, of course, a good time to do that, but we shouldn't need to wait until the end of the year to thank 

God: we should be doing it all the time – because God is looking after us all the time.  Whatever the date, 

wherever we are, however we are experiencing God’s love, there should be space in our lives for wonder, 

worship and thanksgiving. 

 

 

2.  SHE SPOKE ABOUT HIM 

 

Anna was so excited by what she had seen that she wanted everyone else to know.  It wasn't just a “Come 

and have a look at this little fellow” kind of thing.  She spoke about him to anyone who would listen and 

she wanted people to know that this was Jesus, who will save his people from their sins.  She wanted to 

tell them all about God's plan – his plan for the redemption of his people – and how it was all working 

out. 

 

There's no doubt that Jesus' coming into the world was pretty special.  It meant a new start for all those 

who wanted to get close to God.  So it was very good that Anna told everyone about it.  Jesus is still 

pretty special.  What his coming to earth meant then is still good news for everyone.  It’s part of God’s 

plan to transform the world – and to do that one life at a time as we acknowledge and commit ourselves to 

him.  It's exciting and worth thanking God for.  It's also worth telling other people about it.  Do you do 



that?  New babies are always the subject of people’s rejoicing and telling others.  With e-mail and 

Facebook, cyberspace must be full of pictures of and messages about new babies.  New grandma’s 

handbags are stuffed full of packets of photos and mini-albums of the latest wrinkled and mewling 

addition to the family.  We can’t wait to let other people know all about it.  We’re not always quite so 

enthusiastic about telling other people about Jesus?  Follow Anna's example and let others know what 

Jesus means to you. 

 

 

3.  SHE LOOKED FORWARD TO WHAT GOD WAS STILL GOING TO DO 

 

Anna said something about Jesus to all the people who were “looking forward to God's redemption.”  

They were looking forward to what God was still going to do.  She didn't just thank God for what had 

already happened, she looked forward to the things God had in store for her and for all men and women. 

 

This is a good time of year to do that, isn't it?  We can look back to what God has done, and thank him for 

it.  But we can also look forward to the next year and all that God is going to do.  I don't suppose many of 

us here know what next year holds – even if we think we’ve got a good idea about it – and I know there 

are some people here who are rather worried about it because they think it's going to mean some pretty 

big changes. 

 

I believe, though, that if God has looked after us in the past, it's a safe bet that he will go on looking after 

us in the future.  We may be worried about the details, but God has promised that he will keep us safe, 

just as he promised that he would send Jesus.  And in the long run, he will.  It doesn't always turn out 

exactly as we would like it to, but it always turns out for the best. 

 

I hope you are looking forward to the next year and to all that God is going to do.  We’ll be looking 

forward to that next Sunday morning.  And I hope that you are grateful for all that's happened during 

2017.  As we thank God for what he has done, day by day, let's also tell other people about how good he 

is, and show it by the way we live our lives, so that they can share in our joy themselves. 


