Wade Street Church 20.09.15 am
“GOD’S AWESOME GOODNESS”
Psalm 65

We've been singing our songs and hymns, offering our prayergiéts, thanking God this morning for
his faithfulness to us through another year as we cééebra harvest festival. It may well be that most
of us have little or nothing to do with the actual producté our food. It's not even really seasonal any
more as we take what we want, when we want it, floenshelves of the supermarket rather than tending
it all in the cycle of the year in our gardens or aftilents. Nonetheless, it's good to mark a point in the
turning of the seasons when we remember all God’s gootimesss

And the words we’ve just read froRsalm 65remind us that this kind of celebration has been happening
for thousands of years. Here’s King David, the great pbésrael, writing words for the Director of
Music to arrange so that God’s people can once again thif& thanks to a God whose provision for
them is faithful and abundant in every way. Strandelya song sent to the Director of Music, it begins
by referring to awed silence. The Hebrew is a bikyrio translate properly into English, but it's really
saying that even silence is praise to God when it is wes ssilence of those who cannot find words
adequate to express their thanks. Our God is an amazohg Kie being is magnificent and his activity

is mind-blowing. This Psalm highlights that in three areas

1. A GOD OF PLENTY. (wWo-13)

We’'ll start at the end, with this section that is maifarly appropriate for harvest. We say it so often,
don’t we, but our God is a God of real abundance. HeHhasisis with good things. These are words of
great lyrical force, with the rhythm of the words ane thocabulary itself emphasising God’s astonishing
goodness year by year. Close your eyes as you listeede words read again, and picture the scene that
the poet is building up. You may even be able to envisageati® overflowing with goodness as they
roll home in the warm evening sunshine, the weary workétsig on the top of the corn or the
vegetables. Think yourself up onto the top of Cannock Chasking out over the green fields and the
swaying trees. Or out into the Peak District with thelds of sheep rippling over the hills in the distance.
C S Lewis writes of these verses that they are abeeather seen with a real countryman’s eyes,
enjoyed almost as a vegetable might be supposed to enjo¥lig Psalmist writes of all this landscape
shouting for joy and singing. [Re-read9-13 Now that’s what we’re thanking God for today. &k
from him. It's his goodness overflowing from heaven and our lives. We cannot but praise him for it
all.



2.  AGOD OF POWER (W5-8)

But God is not just some Divine Farmer or CelestialeBgeocer. He is the God who has put all this
together in the first place and who holds it all lage and in check. He holds creation together and
tempers its excesses. This is an amazing world thaasereated in which to produce the food and
provisions that his people need to exist day by day, buhibea difficult place, a dangerous place. God
limits that power so that we are not all blown awaythsy force of the wind that waves the corn and the
rain that fills the furrows. This is how Eugene Peiergranslatev6: “Earth-Tamer, Ocean-Pourer,
Mountain-Maker, Hill-Dresser, Muzzler of sea storm and wave ctash.

This is the God of whom the Psalmist writes that h@roanicates with us throudlawesome deeds of
righteousness” And “awesome” here is not used in that way that it is so often ueddyt — “that cake
was awesome”, “that song is awesome”, “I'll meeuyat eight: awesome!” This is jaw-droppingly
amazing stuff. This is beyond our capability of truly déseg. This is about power and majesty and
splendour and glory that knock you off your feet and leawe heap of blubbering wonder. That is the
God whom David is praising. That is the God whom we ameskpping this morning.

3. AGOD OF GRACE (w1-4)

It would be easy to regard this God of plenty and powerfaarsome figure, someone away beyond our
experience, someone remote and unapproacha@ementions those whtiear your wonders’, but the
good news (in every sense) is that this is a God of grhcewants to touch our lives. He draws us close
to him and makes it possible for us to connect with msignificant and sinful as we are, because he
reaches out to us when we are beset by evil and drawrtheteveb of sin — and he offers us his

forgiveness.

His provision for us ensures that we can live day by ddig. power prevents us being overwhelmed by
forces beyond our control. And his amazing grace drawgosercto him, restoring that original close

relationship which intended us to have with him before liebeand disobedience drove a wedge

between us. Here is a hint of what is to come insleShatever is going on in our world, God finds a
way to deal with it for the good of his people. Whatdsenappening in our hearts, God has provided a
way for us to be reconciled to him. Our harvest festigalinds us of the God of plenty who feeds and
clothes us. Our very presence here is a witness twakhen which God’s power protects us from forces
that would otherwise have overwhelmed us. This bread amavihe speak of the greatest gift that God



could give — his only Son whose death, resurrection andfiggdion guarantees that our sins can be

forgiven and our eternal future in God’s presence is sechiow that is worth anyone’s awed praise!



