Elijah

We begin a mini series today, a two-parter that lookisealife of Elijah this week,
and Elisha next week. An opportunity to think about who they wehaf they did for
God, how He worked through them and what we can learn for our$edueshis.

I’'m going to start with a biography of Elijah and then move®think about some of
the events that we’'ve just read about and what they miglayloegsto us —what might
God .be wanting to say through them.

Okay, so who was Elijah and what did he do ?
Well we don’t have that much information about him, but we do ksanwve things...

A biography of Elijah

Elijah’s name means ‘Yahweh is God’

He was from Tishbe in Gilead.

He appears at the beginning of 1 Kings Chapter 17, with naopieintroduction.
There is nothing about his calling or commissioning by God togdreghet — we
gather that he is one from the way he speaks

He lived around 100 years after King David, in the Northangom of Israel — this
is after the split into the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel.

Its not a good time — the kings are unstable and the peopl# averahe place in
terms of religion.

King Ahab has married Jezebel who is very into Baal worship.

Baal is the god responsible for the weather (or so the pbejpe) he can punish
with drought or bless with rain.

The people are constantly tempted to worship Baal and Yahweh

Elijah is important in the prophetic tradition because hmsaa link between two
different sorts of prophecy. The traditional sort of ecsfatiphecy —all action and
spirit led, like Samuel, and the later prophets like Ammakldosea who constantly
call the people back to Yahweh and the traditions of Moses.

There are some interesting parallels between Moses gal. El

Elijah returns to Horeb — sacred mountain where God had hiadelf known to
Moses

Elijah is accompanied and succeeded by Elisha, as Moselsywkshua

God answers Elijah by fire on two occasions and this seelnskdack to the
exhibition of God’s presence and judgement in fire in the Exoduratives

At the end of his life Elijah goes to heaven in an unusag! — horses and chariots of
fire separate him from Elisha and then he is taken apahirlwind !

1.Elijah heard God and did what God wanted.

The word of the Lord came to Elijah (18v1) so he went (18v2)

Even though it was obviously going to be risky to obey God, Hiijdht, and
apparently without question.




It got me wondering about how we hear God speaking to us. Doawéioe very
clearly ? It seems to be the privilege of a few tarl@od’s voice directly, and the rest
of us are left to do our best at working out from hints, claelsraudges where God
might be leading us.

We don’t actually know how the word of the Lord came to Elijaaybe it wasn't in

a way that we would here God speaking, but when he did Heaaitted on it.

So | want to challenge us this morning and say ‘when wetheavord of God do we
act on it ?” Or are we sitting on things we know God has spdkeut gust hoping

they might go away or that He might have got it wrong ?

The second thing to say about Elijah is that ...

2. Elijah answered courageously (18y18

God'’s call had given him a confidence

Isn’t there something great about being given confidence entfgowering, it frees
us up to do stuff we couldn’t otherwise manage.

Sometimes being loved is enough to give us confidence, or haviregpeemtanding
in the background supporting, or having had words of encouragemenhgpale

| remember as a kid losing my football in someone’s gaed®l being too frightened
to go and get it because there were ‘big boys’ playing negwby, probably didn’t
care what | was doing — but | was nervous of them)

So | ran home and got my dad ,who came and just stood arttbdatbile | got the
ball. His presence was enough to give me confidence.

God equips those he calls. If He has spoken to you, about somediied,you to do
something, he will give you the ability and the confidetacdo it. As a father who
watches over and loves his children, he will equip you.

3. Elijah had great faith (18v36ff)

This was a big ask. Elijah had an awful lot to lose if @mbh't deliver, but Elijah
trusted that God would do what he’d said he would.

He trusted presumably because of previous experience. Hetlkatthie God who
had led the people miraculously out of exile was his God to&nee that the God
who had taken care of the people in the desert and leditite the promised land
was his God too. And he believed that the God who had dahedo go and sort out
the prophets of Baal and call the people back to Yahweh wgald deliver. And he
was right !

Where does our faith come into play ?

Okay, so we might never be expected to exhibit faith ih sudramatic way as Elijah.
I’'m sure the Lichfield Mercury would massively increatsereadership if we started
soaking things in water and then calling down fire | People waaileldger to read
about a bunch of nutty Christians

But there are many times in life when things look uncertaid,we are called to
demonstrate our faith in God.

If it helps us to look back at all God has done in the gaest lets do that. God has
been faithful in the past — we have no reason to doubaitiiguiness into the future.




Have you ever been to a football match when your teans pémly differently in the
two halves ? Often they play better in the second half #féemanager has torn a
strip off them at half-time. | have to say that sadlyohatg Sunderland play is often a
match of two halves, except the second half is usualshrmore dismal than the first
and almost certainly involves letting in a late goal. Basount of Elijah in 1 Kings is
very much a story of two halves. After demonstrating suith é&d courage to
confront Ahab and the people and to show God’s power, Elijahdtigsiollapses at
half time and pretty much has a breakdown. He couldn’t takenang. And we see a
very different side of Elijah, a very human one. One | @aaly we can probably
identify with more easily than the super-prophet who goes unquestip@nd
courageously, that we see in Chapter 18.

1 .Elijah was frightened and exhausted(19v3-5)

Doing what God had called him to do had used up everythifahBad- all his
courage, all his faith, all his inner resources. They &k gpent. At times doing what
God wants can take everything we have (and maybe at itienen feels like more
than we have to give)

When Jesus called his followers to take up the cros$atiod/ him, he was

indicating a discipleship that is costly and sacrificiaé Wight not like that , but it is
the reality of Christian living.

As Elijah found, following God can be tough.

One of the biggest lies | have ever heard in Chrisiiites is ‘come to Jesus and all
your problems will be sorted out-your life will be perfect’

| don't actually think that's true, and | certainly don’t thiséssus promised that at any
time.

2..Elijah hid from life (19v9)

When it was all too much Elijah crawled into a cave, agdn't reckon he had much
intention of getting out again ! | suppose our equivalent might bmmgule duvet
over our heads and refusing to get out of bed — which doeseat seem highly
attractive.

Its interesting to see that God let him do that. It's pésfecithin God’s powers not to
have let Elijah have a kip in that cave, but He did, motdonly did he let him hide,
but he had also provided Elijah with food and water and ael amdpok after him
while he was running away.

Even as God expects great things from us he continues to provide fAs | read
this passage | am always tempted to burst into song (dor’y Wor not going to)
about the steadfast love of the Lord that never ceasgsnéficies never come to an
end. They are new every morning, new every morning. Gsehy ifaithfulness oh
Lord, great is thy faithfulness.

As Elijah was running and hiding because it was all too m@ol, was still providing
and caring for him

3.Elijah didn’t want to listen to God (19v14)

When God spoke to Elijah and asked him why he as thejah Bd a whole list of
thing ready to bolster his case.

God demonstrated His awesome power in the earthquake, windeaddithen in
the stiliness, but when he’d done all that, again Elijahtjaged out his list of
complaints. Elijah wasn't yet ready to acknowledge God’s gesat or his power, or
to meet with him and listen.




This all sounds worryingly familiar to me ... how often do | wat a list of
complaints to God, and then a bit later cover the same gr@am, and then maybe
even again, and again ? What have | missed while I'm bugtering away,
unwilling to listen? What has God been doing and saying irtithe ?

God wasn't finished with Elijah.

But praise God- he doesn’t give up on us. He didn’t give upli@hEnd let him stay
in hiding. Instead he had a new set of tasks, a new idingfcir Elijah to follow. God
gave him the time to lick his wounds so to speak, but thead back onto the task in
hand.

And maybe there are times when we are tempted to ke l@den though God
wants us to move on to new things

I'd like us now just to take a few moments to be quiet Aaimktabout what God
might be saying to us.

There are a lot of challenges that have come out of teisaga that maybe you want
to pray and think through.

Lets be still now and allow God to speak..........



Elijah (1Kings18 & 19)

Housegr oup notes

A biography of Elijah

Elijah’'s name means ‘Yahweh is God’

He was from Tishbe in Gilead.

He appears at the beginning of 1 Kings Chapter 17, with neéopieintroduction.
There is nothing about his calling or commissioning by God togrezhet — we
gather that he is one from the way he speaks

He lived around 100 years after King David, in the Northangdom of Israel — this
is after the split into the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel.

Its not a good time — the kings are unstable and the peoplik averahe place in
terms of religion.

King Ahab has married Jezebel who is very into Baal worship.

Baal is the god responsible for the weather (or so the pbelise) he can punish
with drought or bless with rain.

The people are constantly tempted to worship Baal and Yahweh

Elijah is important in the prophetic tradition because hma$a link between two
different sorts of prophecy. The traditional sort of ecsfatiphecy —all action and
spirit led, like Samuel, and the later prophets like Amakldosea who constantly
call the people back to Yahweh and the traditions of Moses.

There are some interesting parallels between Moses gal. El

Elijah returns to Horeb — sacred mountain where God had madelhknown to
Moses

Elijah is accompanied and succeeded by Elisha, as Mosesywkshua

God answers Elijah by fire on two occasions and this seefoskdack to the
exhibition of God’s presence and judgement in fire in the Exoduratives

At the end of his life Elijah goes to heaven in an unusag! — horses and chariots of
fire separate him from Elisha and then he is taken apahirlwind !

These two chapters demonstrate two very different actimthexgeriences of Elijah.

In Chapter 18 he responds to God'’s call, speaks courageousiasugdeat faith in
God.

In Chapter 19 Elijah is frightened and exhausted. He rung toAldde, and isn’t
willing to listen to God.

For discussion

1. In what ways can you identify with Elijah’s positive expades and actions ?
2. How has God spoken to you ? What do you do when God’s leadingdean?
3. Do you identify at all with Elijah’s negative actions ?

4. What things encourage your faith ?



